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HIGHLIGHTS	
 

(Dir.) Sylvain Gougenheim  
LES EMPIRES MÉDIÉVAUX 

(Medieval Empires) 
Perrin, April 2019, 300 pages 

 
◊ A global Middle Ages appears, simultaneously 

Carolingian, Byzantine, Khmer, Serbian, Aztec, 
Mongol, Abbasid, Ottoman, Bulgarian, Venetian, 
Chinese, Japanese, Norman, German, 
Plantagenet and Malay.  

◊ Each facet is described by a renowned specialist. 

A round-the-world tour of 16 medieval empires 
conducted by a team of eminent experts. 

As a political, diplomatic, military and cultural construction 
at the crossroads of space and time, “empire” is a 
particularly relevant concept to describe and understand 
the world of the Middle Ages. An empire is an ensemble 
that cannot be integrated into any other; the emperor is 
the one who proclaims he has no human power above 
him, and proves it. Between the fifth and fifteenth 
centuries, such constructions rose and fell almost 
everywhere on the planet. Some were ephemeral, others 
of long duration. They clashed or were unaware of each 
other, left impressive traces or disappeared almost 
entirely. During the same period, institutions, religions, 
heroes, wars and myths animated societies that illuminate 
each other when we view them side by side, as they are 
presented in this ambitious and unparalleled collective 
work that combines clear purpose with flawless research. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: A professor of medieval history at 
the École normale supérieure in Lyon and a specialist on the 
Teutonic Knights, Sylvain Gouguenheim is also the author of 
essays such as LE MOYEN ÂGE EN QUESTIONS. He has 
assembled a group of leading experts to present these 16 great 
medieval empires. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Jane Birkin 
MUNKEY DIARIES 

Fayard, October 2018, �350 pages  

 

◊ Original extracts available in English. 

◊ 70 000 copies sold! 

◊ Rights sold in: Germany (Randomhouse Verlag), 
Italy (Clichy), Russia (Sindbad) + World English 
language rights under negotiation. 

◊ A much-awaited text that invites you into the 
intimacy of an incredible woman and a blazing 
era. 

◊ In the vein of Just Kids by Patti Smith, the reader 
is immersed into a swinging London and in the 
atmosphere of Paris at Saint-Germain-des-Près in 
the 1970s. 

◊ Delightful to read, there is a freshness, a liberty 
attached to an incredible candour. 

◊ This volume stops in 1982. The second volume, 
1982-2013, will be published in 2019. 

◊ Includes whimsical sketches by Jane and countless 
priceless stories of her fascinating life and career 
as an actress and singer. 

◊ Everything is written down, with emotion, 
humour and sincerity in the diary Jane has kept 
since she was 12. 

For the first time, Jane Birkin publishes extracts from 
her diary, along with her thoughts and commentary 
from today.  

Spanning 1957 to 1982, this text offers unprecedented 
access to the inner-life of an international star and style 
icon: Jane Birkin. Annotated by Jane today, and addressed 
to her toy monkey “Munkey” (from whence the title), 
who was later buried with Serge Gainsbourg, this text 
covers her childhood growing up in a wealthy bohemian 
family, her unhappy marriage to John Barry, her passionate 
love affair with Serge Gainsbourg and her painful 
separation from him, culminating in the birth of her third 
and final daughter: Lou Doillon (with Jacques Doillon).  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Jane Mallory Birkin is an English 
actress, singer, songwriter, and model. She attained international 
fame and notability for her decade-long musical and romantic 
partnership with Serge Gainsbourg. She also had a prolific career 
as an actress in British and French cinema. 

« Le quotidien d’une grande amoureuse, désopilante et fantasque, 
et d’une artiste exceptionnelle. » Le Nouvel Observateur 

« Un journal à la fois intime et universel. » 20 minutes  
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Arthur Lochmann 
LA VIE SOLIDE 

(Solid Life: Carpentry as an Ethic for Doing) 
Payot, January 2019, 204 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Italy (Ponte Alle Grazie). 

◊ This learning story fused with humility intertwins 
memories of creation and reflexions on the body, 
knowledge and the nature of work today.  

◊ The practice of carpentry as a means to 
apprehend modern life in a serene manner.  

◊ In a limpid and elegant style, Arthur Lochmann 
develops a material philosophy that helps give 
direction to the frantic and fragmented era 
analysed by the German sociologist Zygmunt 
Baumann in Liquid Life. ! 

This “apprentice’s tale” intertwines accounts from 
construction sites and theoretical and philosophical 
musings, both about being a carpenter and about 
artisanal trades in general.  

Solid Life explores movements, bodies, knowledge, action 
and work today. Ten years ago, Arthur Lochmann 
dropped out of university, where he was studying law and 
philosophy, to become a carpenter. Rather than the 
constant headlong rush forward, pairing modern 
techniques with a return to traditional knowledge, skills 
and ways of relating to the world is a factor of progress 
for our times. Because doing one’s work with care and 
attention means bringing meaning to one’s acts; learning 
and transmitting traditional skills means preserving our 
shared heritage; and building means working for the long 
term: carpentry as an ethic for our modernity.	
ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Arthur Lochmann, 32, is a 
translator, a philosopher and a carpenter. 

“ Here is a valuable book as it draws on a geniune and personal 
experience. Valuable because it goes beyound the artificial 
separation between thinking and doing.” Livres Hebdo  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alexandre Sargos  
TOLKIEN À VINGT ANS 

(Tolkien At 20  
The Youth Of The Father Of The Modern Fantasy) 

Au diable vauvert, January 2019, 128 pages 

 
◊ Rights sold in: Hungary (Europa), Poland (Znak). 

◊ Offer from Russia. 

◊ A biopic on Tolkien’s childhood with Lily Collins, 
Nicholas Hoult, Craig Roberts is scheduled in 
2019. 

A biography of the father of the modern fantasy until 
he was 20years old.  

Death was invited early in the life of John Ronald Reuel 
Tolkien, born in 1892 in South Africa. That of his parents, 
of friends, that of the rural forest society, swept away by 
the industrial revolution, those of modern wars, of which 
he was a miracle. Death accompanies his childhood, his 
youth, an unexpected muse that will push him to create 
another world in which the Beatnik generation engulfed, 
then millions of readers. 

It was around the age of 20, during the First World War, 
that his future mythology was born, with the creation of 
his first Elvish languages, his first legends, published after 
his death by his son Christopher: The Book of Lost 
stories. The first stone of a work that will conquer the 
world, the origin of the Lord of the Rings. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Alexandre Sargos is a 
photographer and journalist. Co-writer of YAKUZA : ENQUÊTE 
AU CŒUR DE LA MAFIA JAPONAISE (Flammarion 2005), co-
filmaker of Le XV des cités, documentary (Canal+ 2007). And 
many photo documentary published and awarded in France and 
abroad. 
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LITERARY	REPORTAGE	
 

Éric Vuillard 
LA GUERRE DES PAUVRES 

(The War of the Poor) 
Actes Sud, January 2019, 96 pages 

 

1524, the poor rise in the south of Germany. The 
insurrection spreads, swiftly reaches Switzerland and 
Alsace. A silhouette stands out from the chaos, that of 
a theologian, a young man, fighting among the 
insurgents. His name is Thomas Müntzer. His terrible 
life is romantic. It means that she deserved to be lived; 
it deserves to be told. 

In the 16th century, the Protestant Reformation launched 
an attack on privilege and the Catholic church, but it 
rapidly became an established and bourgeois authority 
itself. The rural labourers and the poor of the cities, who 
were still being promised equality in heaven, began to ask: 
‘And why shouldn’t we have equality here and now on 
earth?’ 

There ensued a furious struggle between the powerful, 
the comfortable protestants and the others: the 
wretched. They were led by a number of theologians, one 
of whom has left his mark in history through his 
determination and his sheer energy. His name was 
Thomas Müntzer and he set Germany on fire. La guerre 
des pauvres recounts his story - that of an insurrection 
through the Word, which appropriately enough finds its 
echo in the inventive power of Éric Vuillard’s prose. 

The War of the Poor relates a brutal episode in the 
history of major popular uprisings.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Éric Vuillard is a writer and 
filmmaker who was born in Lyon in 1968. His works published 
by Actes Sud include TRISTESSE DE LA TERRE (2014, Prix 
Joseph-Kessel) and L’ORDRE DU JOUR (2017), for which he 
won the Prix Goncourt 

“Vuillard est un maître démystificateur, qui ne laisse 
rien dormir dans l’ombre. Sa seule politesse, il la garde 
pour la langue française, qu’il sert avec une ironie 
décapante et une grâce comme on n’en lit pas si 
souvent.” L’OBS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Fanny Chiarello 
A HAPPY WOMAN 

(Meeting Meredith Monk) 
L’Olivier, March 2019, 192 pages  

 

◊ A book studded with excerpts from interviews 
and photographs by the author, which reads like 
a literary travelogue 

◊ A picturesque style that conveys the complicity 
and intimacy between the two artists well, while 
also including a writer’s critical gaze over both 
their own work and others’. 

◊ The encounter with Meredith Monk, a brilliant 
New York-based avant-garde artist, and her 
circle of musicians will make readers want to 
discover Monk’s fascinating work.  

The very intimate narrative of an encounter between 
two artists: the writer Fanny Chiarello and the 
American avant-garde composer Meredith Monk.  

This book is not a biography of Monk, but the intimate 
retelling of the encounters between Fanny Chiarello and 
the star of the avant-garde, which took place over a 
month in New York City, from October 5th to 
November 5th 2017.  

Meredith Monk became a prominent figure of the New 
York avant-garde in the mid-1960s. Her shows mixed a 
variety of disciplines (theatre, dance, music), all of which 
she practiced to the same high standard. She was 
awarded the National Medal of Arts—the highest artistic 
honour in the USA—by Barack Obama. 

A silent observer in the corner of the studio, a fascinator 
spectator in the seat of the Lincoln Center and the 
amused host in the kitchen of a loft, Fanny Chiarello 
attended rehearsals and shows, and accompanied the 
artist in her day-to-day life. Nothing escaped her, her 
retelling capturing reality in flight, while also taking into 
account her expectations, admiration and 
disappointments.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Fanny Chiarello was born in 1974. 
She is the author of several novels and collections of poetry. She 
has published four novels at Editions de l’Olivier, INCLUDING 
DANS SON PROPRE RÔLE in 2015, which won the Orange 
book prize, and LA VIE EFFAÇANT TOUT CHOSE (2018). She 
is undoubtedly one of the most singular voices of the young 
French novel. 
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Rebecca Benhamou 
L’HORIZON A POUR ELLE DÉNOUÉ SA 

CEINTURE  
(For Her the Horizon Unbuckled His Belt)  

Chana Orloff (1888-1968) 
Fayard, March 2019, 296 pages 

 

◊ Rebecca Benhamou was granted access to the 
Chana Orloff family archives to give us an 
unprecedented biography of a major artist of the 
early 20th century. 

◊ Orloff close friends with Soutine, Modigliani and 
Apollinaire, and a great forgotten figure of 
modern art. 

◊ The exceptional destiny of an internationally 
renowned artist, a woman who chose to live 
freely and emancipate herself from her 
background. 

◊ A dive into the artistic Paris in the early 20th 
century alongside Picasso, Soutine, Modigliani 
and Apollinaire. 

◊ A richly documented story that unveils the 
intimacy of an artist through correspondence, 
poems and diaries. 

Chana Orloff, a major artist of the early 20th century. 
For the first time, thanks to Rebecca Benhamou’s 
access to the Chana Orloff family archives, this 
narrative non-fiction book offer a fascinating biography 
of this great forgotten figure of modern art.  

Chana Orloff (1888-1968) arrived in Paris in the summer 
of 1910 with only one thing in mind: The desire to be 
free. But what is freedom for a woman at the turn of the 
20th century, other than remaining single? To fulfil her 
dreams, Chana had fled the pogroms of Russia and the 
fields of Palestine, where her family was begging her to 
return. At the age of twenty-two, she hardly imagined 
that the bohemians of Montparnasse would make her a 
queen and a world-renowned sculptor. In Paris, she 
would know all the great artists, then marry a friend of 
Apollinaire’s – while quietly exploring her bisexuality at a 
time when the rive gauche was a hotbed of free love. But 
after those carefree days, the war breaks out - and the 
intoxication of the Roar- ing Twenties is but a distant 
memory. Thus begins an extraordinary epic journey, to 
save her life – and the freedom she has never 
renounced. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Rebecca Benhamou lives between 
Paris, London and Tel Aviv. She graduated in geopolitics from 
King’s College and the London School of Economics, then 
worked for Arte TV. She currently writes for the French, 
American and Israeli press (L’Express, Marie Claire, Newsweek, 
The Daily Beast, The Times of Israel…). 

Yseult Williams 
LA SPLENDEUR DES BRUNHOFF  

(The Splendour of � the Brunhoffs) 
Fayard, October 2018, �400 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold: Quetzal (Portuguese/Portugal) 

◊ Yseult Williams delved deep into the Brunhoffs’ 
private life through their archives and 
correspondence, as well as interviews with their 
descendants. 

◊ Like the saga of a royal house, Yseult Williams 
presents the Brunhoffs as one of the most 
influential families in late 19th and early 20th-
century Paris. 

◊ Reading the history of the Brunhoffs means 
reading the history of Paris. Both political events, 
like the 1871 Paris Commune; and cultural ones, 
like the launch of Vogue magazine and the 
upheaval caused by Christian Dior’s irruption in 
the world of fashion, are all part of the backdrop 
for the family’s evolution. 

◊ The author was given exclusive access to the 
family archives and the result is a rich text, 
complemented by a photo insert.  

◊ It covers the late 19th century when Maurice de 
Brunhoff arrives in France, until the late 1950s. 

This is the fascinating story of four generations of the 
Brunhoff family, famous worldwide thanks to Jean de 
Brunhoff, the creator of the Babar books. 

The Brunhoff family, although very discreet, were 
extremely influential (they introduced Yves Saint Laurent 
to Christian Dior). They were behind Vogue and Vu and 
socialized with the major intel- lectuals and artists of their 
time (Guillaume Apollinaire, Colette, Pablo Picasso, Dalí, 
Jean Cocteau, etc.). They also became the personal 
enemies of Hitler and Goebbels. Marie-Claude Vaillant-
Couturier, Cosette de Brunhoff’s daughter, was a resistant 
during World War II, survived both the Auschwitz and 
Ravensbrück camps, and was the only French woman 
among the witnesses at the Nuremberg trials, where she 
testified in German, looking each criminal in the eyes. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Yseult Williams launched the 
magazine Grazia in France in 2008, before reviving Lui in 2013 
alongside Frédéric Beigbeder. Her first book IMPÉRATRICES DE 
LA MODE was published in 2015 by La Martinière. 
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CURRENT	TOPICS	
 

Nathalie Schuck & Ava Djamshidi  
MADAME LA PRÉSIDENTE 

(Mrs President) 
Plon, February 2019, 336 pages 

 

◊ Brigitte Macron agreed to meet the authors of 
this book within the framework of their 
investigation.  

◊ The books shows the true role Brigitte Macron is 
playing, her influence, her outspokenned. 

◊ All subjects are tackled; her age, her lifestyle, her 
thoughts and reaction to people’s comments. 

◊ Brigitte Macron is considered by several 
journalists as a potential presidential candidate 
un the future. 

◊ Previous title published by Plon about Emmanuel 
Macron in 2017 was sold in 12 languages. 

The first investigation into the political influence of 
Brigitte Macron, the First Lady who has acquired the 
nickname “Mrs. President.” 

A weapon of mass communication, Brigitte Macron is 
practically an icon for many French people, who are 
fascinated with the storybook life of a woman who has 
gone, in just three short years, from standing in front of a 
classroom to sitting down to state dinners with the 
world’s most powerful leaders. Everyone knows Brigitte 
Macron’s slender figure, sunny smile and impeccable 
appearance. A flawless First Lady. But how many people 
know that within the hallowed halls of the Elysée Palace, 
she is also Emmanuel Macron’s chief advisor, with a highly 
political role? When he slips up, she scolds him. She gets 
final say on his schedule, dictating the tempo. Perfectly at 
home among the jostling for power in his “court,” despite 
her candid airs, she has a clear-cut opinion about the 
choice of collaborators, both his personal ones, and his 
Cabinet’s.  Far from prying eyes, she has a reserved seat 
at some summit meetings. The inner circle has had to 
learn to work with this singular, but precious, spouse. A 
drop in popularity? She gets rolled out to accompany the 
president on outings to take advantage of her surprising 
popularity.  

ABOUT THE AUTHORS: Ava Djamshid i  has been a 
political reporter specialized in diplomacy and defense for Le 
Parisien-Aujourd'hui en France since 2010. She is the author of 
COUPABLE D'AVOIR ÉTÉ VIOLÉE (2013) – the film 
adaptation was selected for the Cannes Film Festival, in the “Un 
certain regard” category. �Nathal ie Schuck has been a political 
journalist and joint editor-in-chief at Le Parisien-Aujourd'hui en 
France since 2008. Among other books, she co-authored ÇA 
RESTE ENTRE NOUS, �HEIN ? DEUX ANS DE CONFIDENCES 
DE NICOLAS SARKOZY (2004). 

 
 

Amélie Poinssot 
DANS LA TÊTE DE VIKTOR ORBÁN 

(In the mind of Viktor Orbán) 
Actes Sud, March 2019, 224 pages 

 

◊ Through research and interviews, this book 
attempts to get inside the mind of the Hungarian 
leader. 

◊ Previous title in the same series: In the mind of 
Vladimir Poutine (rights sold in UK (Hurst), 
Germany Klett), Poland (Studio Emka), Greece 
(Diametros), Spain (Librooks), Norway (Lava 
forlag), Turkey (Iletisim). 

Who is Viktor Orbán really? What are his ideological, 
literary and historical reference points? 

Orbán has a more solid grip on power than most of his 
European Union counterparts. He runs his country in an 
authoritarian fashion and does not shy away from 
outrageous political campaigns. His clampdown on civil 
liberties and the xenophobic measures he has introduced 
have merely consolidated his position. This champion of 
‘illiberal democracy’ also evokes memories of the 
authoritarian and antisemitic Hungarian right of of the 
inter-war years. 

In opposing any European policy aimed at hosting 
refugees, Viktor Orbán has managed to carve himself out 
a prominent role while maintaining his standing among 
the continent’s traditional right-wing parties. 

He and his party have no intention of ‘normalising’ 
themselves or of becoming more ‘respectable’. Indeed, 
quite the opposite: their discourse has become more 
radical in government. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Amélie Poinssot is a journalist 
specialising in Europe at Mediapart. 
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Bérengère Viennot 
LA LANGUE DE TRUMP 

(Trump-Speak) 
Les Arènes, January 2019, 150 pages 

 
◊ Rights sold in: Germany (Aufbau).  

◊ A new angle of analysis to understand Trump: 
Trump, as seen through his own words, in a 
personal and incisive essay. 

◊ An original and powerful book at the crossroads 
of several disciplines: political science, !linguistics, 
journalism, and translation.  

A short, clever, witty, feminist essay by a translator for 
the press, who describes with a lot of humour the 
numerous difficulties she faced while starting 
translating Donal Trump speeches for the media.  

Bérengère Viennot is a press translator. From 2008 on, 
she became used to translating the speeches of Barack 
Obama, with his keen sense of humour and his powerful 
eloquence. With the election of Donald Trump, she 
found herself expelled from her comfort zone and 
compelled to deal with a brand new primary matter: the 
vulgar, confused, all too informal, inaccurate, and simplistic 
language of a president who respects none of the codes 
of political speech. Her story is that of a never-before-
encountered and distressing brain-buster for the 
translator, who finds herself “lost in Trumpslation”. Should 
she translate Trump verbatim, at the risk of producing 
texts that are unreadable? Or smooth out his words, 
giving the impression that he expresses himself like an 
actual head of State? Thus the author begins this work, 
having decided to draw upon language in order to 
understand the enigma that is Trump. Along the way, the 
author speculates about the consequences of the 
mediocre language skills of the leader of the West’s 
greatest power. She demonstrates how one can slide 
from the violence of words to political violence and 
worries about the state of democracy in America. She 
expresses concern as well about the dumbing down of 
the thought and the speech of political leaders 
“contaminated” by Trump. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in 1973, Bérengère Viennot is 
a translator. Since 2000, she has been translating for various 
press organs (Courrier International, Project Syndicate, 
BuzzFeed, Slate) and is a regular contributor to the French 
website Slate.fr. She also teaches students of translation at the 
Université de Paris VII.  

« Un livre coup de sang et très drôle », Libération 

« Une brillante leçon sur la grandeur et la servitude 
de la traduction », Lire 

« Un livre drôle, incisif, énervé » France 5 

Julia Cagé 
LE PRIX DE LA DÉMOCRATIE 

(The Price of Democracy) 
Fayard, August 2018 �, 464 pages � 

 

◊ !Rights sold: ! Harvard University Press (World 
English), China (The Commercial Press). 

◊ A ground-breaking work by a young and brilliant 
economist, this book argues for a complete 
overhaul of the relationship between democracy 
and money, in order to ensure a fairer process 
for all.  

◊ Focussing on the United States, France and Italy, 
this is an impassioned call to arms to rethink the 
status quo.  

◊ A call to arms to rethink the status quo around 
the world, by a young and brilliant economist. 

Based on an innovative and original study of public and 
private funding of democracy in 10 countries (including 
France, the United States and Italy) over 50 years, this 
is a ground-breaking text that argues for a complete 
overhaul of the relationship between politics and 
money. 

The author demonstrates that in every “democracy”, the 
wealthiest in society have more sway both at the ballot 
boxes and after the elections, and suggests four practical 
measures in order to redress this fundamental inequality. 

The ultimate aim of this text is to demonstrate that each 
vote should represent a voice, rather than a Dollar sign, 
and that unless change is effected immediately, the future 
of democracy itself is at risk of being controlled by big 
businesses and private interests. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Julia Cagé is Professor of 
Economics in the Department of Economics at Sciences Po 
Paris. She is also co-director of the Laboratory for 
Interdisciplinary Evaluation of Public Policies (LIEPP)'s "Evaluation 
of Democracy" research group and a Research Affiliate of the 
Center for Economic and Policy Research (CEPR / Economic 
History, Industrial Organization, and Public Economics 
Programs). 
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Raffaele Alberto Ventura 
LA GUERRA DI TUTTI 
(The War of All Against All) 

Minimum Fax, May 2019, 480 pages 

 

◊ With his second book, pop philosopher Raffaele 
Alberto Ventura takes us on a journey through 
the ruins of the affluent society:  

◊ Ventura takes us across rallies inspired by 
Hollywood movies, he listens to superheroes 
who talk about philosophy and he speaks with 
conspiracy theorist fans of Rihanna, princess of 
the Illuminati.  

◊ In the midst of this noise, he brings to our 
attention the voices of Hobbes and Rousseau, 
explores the pages of Dick and Flaubert and 
recalls the history of old wars of religion. 

Paranoia, terror and crisis of the liberal society. 

Populism and conspiracy theories, racism and terrorism, 
fake news and politically correctness are all symptoms of a 
cultural crisis. �The struggle for social recognition has 
turned into a war of all against all. A war enclosed in 
virtual spaces, now threatening to spill over and infect the 
real world. A spectre is haunting Western society — the 
spectre of civil war. It’s continuously evoked and blanked 
out, it surfaces as a real possibility in every time there is a 
terroristic attack, when there are urban riots, or in the 
context of the success of populist movements. Faced with 
the risk of a spira- ling into rebellion, governments are 
unable to con- ceive no other remedy than the strict 
control of pu- blic space. But what if the problem was 
found to be nothing more than our relationship with 
language and with symbolic violence? 

No civilization has ever sensationalized wellbeing so 
much, and no civilization has ever suffered the effect of 
theresentment that escalates when pro- mises are broken: 
it’s the triumph of sad passions, intercommunity hatreds 
and conspiracy theories. After having regulated public 
consent by producing dreams and needs for decades, the 
cultural industry is now just a machine that produces 
paranoia. But how can we not feel paranoid when the 
political categories on which the social order has been 
constructed have now reverted to just fiction? Democracy 
is merely an ideal, Population is just a philosophic 
construction, Justice is the law of the strongest, Truth is a 
fragile compromise of different world visions. 

Our society is torn apart between the tyranny of 
universalism and the claims of minorities: it is im-pellent 
that we recover the value of tolerance. �We have to 
grieve and elaborate a strategy that calls for coexistence, 
since we have to face the threat of an escalation of the 
extremisms and cultivate a radical refusal of “undisputed 
facts” that risk to destroy the social body. 

Raffaele Alberto Ventura ! 
TEORIA DELLA CLASSE DISAGIATA  

(Who Do We Think We Are. 
 Millenials And The Aspirational Disease) 
Minimum Fax, September 2017, 160 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold to: Âyiné (Brazil) 

A cult book that has conquered the network and can 
lucidly and mercilessly narrate a drift that concerns all 
of us. 

Precarious millennials, scholars of Islamic Law in XIV 
Century Egypt, Anton Chekhov and William 
Shakespeare’s characters. What do they all have in 
common? They all suffer from some sort of “class dyspho- 
ria”, being too poor to achieve their aspirations and too 
rich to renounce to them. Today, Western Middle Class is 
chained to the bourgeois habits and needs created by the 
spectacular economic growth of the post- war years, but 
can no longer afford them. Their children are now 
realizing that there is literally no room for them. Standing 
at the gates of an adult age that seems it will never come, 
Millennials are wasting a huge amount of resources in 
order to par- ticipate in a winner-takes-all competition for 
fewer and fewer job opportunities. In this way they are 
providing the aggregate demand Late Capitalism 
desperately needs in order to sustain its productive 
system: but this non-cooperative game among the heirs of 
the Middle Class is also leading to a “Mutual Assured 
Declassing”. Switching between economics and literature, 
from Veblen to Kafka, Teoria della classe disagiata (literaly 
“The Theory of Aspirational Class Disease”) formulates a 
merciless self-critical analysis of this social class, 
deconstructing along the way many myths about School, 
University, Cultural Industry and Social Web. After 
becoming a cult book in its first self-published edition in 
2015, the new version published by Minimum Fax in 
september 2017 is having a considerable echo in italian 
media and society. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in 1983, Raffaele Alberto 
Ventura studied philosophy and cultural economy. He now 
works in Paris for a big publisher, in the marketing department. 
He writes for Linus, IL and Prismo, of which he is editor-at-large. 
He wrote for Internazionale, Rivista Studio, Alfabeta2 and 
Nazione Indiana. Since May 2017 he has been directing a non 
fiction book series for D Publising House. His blog is Eschaton 
(eschaton.it). 

“An epoch-making essay that should be read by our 
ruling class.” �La Stampa 

“Disarming and malancholic. The (gloomy) live tale of a 
totally negative balance.” la Repubblica 
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Nadia Tazi 
LE GENRE INTRAITABLE 

POLITIQUES DE LA VIRILITÉ  
(The Intractable Gender - The Politics of Virility) 

Actes Sud, September 2018, 448 pages 

 

◊ This extensive research into the subject of virility 
is the fruit of a programme that Nadia Tazi 
oversaw at the Collège international de 
philosophie (Paris) from 2006 to 2012.  

This work presents a thoroughly original perspective on 
the ‘unending crisis’ in the Muslim world, analysing the 
political bankruptcy of Muslim countries in terms of a 
cult of virility that not only affects relations between the 
sexes but also relations among men and, at a 
fundamental level, life across society.  

Virility is explored not in its erotic dimension but in terms 
of its political impact, leading Nadia Tazi to formulate the 
theory that men’s relationship to virility explains the 
nature of political regimes. To illustrate this theory, she 
revisits a series of key moments in history and proposes a 
definition and characterisation of the virile gender: the 
Bedouin, the conquering hero of the Ideal City, the 
master of the seraglio under the Ottomans, the dictator 
(or the despot), the average man of the North African 
street, and the Islamist. Each type of virility is associated 
with a geographical territory and a political problem. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in Spain and of Moroccan 
nationality, Nadia Tazi arrived in France in 1970 at the age 
of sixteen. She studied philosophy at the Sorbonne and 
then taught French in Maryland before branching out into 
various fields as a researcher, journalist and editor. 

« Elle est courageuse » France Culture Avis critique 

« Mêlant anthropologie, sociologie et philosophie 
islamique appliquées aux deux rives de la 
Méditerranée, la méthode pluridisciplinaire de 
l'auteure jette un regard nouveau sur la politique en 
Islam. » Sciences Humaines 

« S'il est érudit, le livre traite dans un langage 
accessible de la question de la virilité comme principe 
politique de base, en lien avec le voile, la guerre ou 
encore l'homosexualité. » Gazelle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Iris Brey 
SEX AND THE SERIES 

(Sexualités féminines, Une révolution télévisuelle) 
L’Olivier, October 2018, 240 pages 

 
◊ English sample available. 

◊ Focusing on four themes — language, pleasure, 
violence and queer sexualities — the author 
analyses how American television constructs 
female sexualities as sites of empowerment, 
moving away from the image of the passive 
woman built by the porn and film industry.  

◊ The book could appeal to students and 
professors and be used in college classes, in 
courses about women and media.  

◊ The author has done several documentaries on 
TV series and sex and works closely with HBO, 
Showtime, Amazon and with their talents.  

A book-length essay that examines the way women’s 
sexuality is depicted in American television.	
How female desire and pleasure are portrayed. Through 
close analysis of specific scenes culled from more than fifty 
series, from The Golden Girls to The Handmaid’s Tale, the 
book offers a historical perspective on the way 
representations of sexuality have shifted, and explores the 
cultural barriers that remain in place: for example, the 
word “clitoris” still cannot be pronounced on network 
shows without being beeped out; cunnilingus is a 
forgotten position on cable series; and a love scene with a 
trans woman remains an oddity. Sex and the Series draws 
on seminal queer and feminist texts to demonstrate the 
critical relevance of key concepts, such as the male gaze, 
the monstrous feminine or lesbian fetishism, to television 
series. It also shows how recent TV series are reworking 
notions of consent by creating discursive depictions of 
women’s sexuality. These shows are changing our 
perception of women’s sexuality, even setting in motion a 
televised revolution. 

“Iris Brey interrogates the representation of women’s 
sexuality in TV series and their influence on our real 
lives. Required reading!” Elle 

 “A brilliant essay... A fresh and relevant look at a 
revolution in progress. Immersed in stark visual close-
ups, this eye opening book delivers a message of 
liberation.” Les Inrockuptibles 

“This fascinating and accessible book gives full 
inventory of our taboos, our dead ends and the 
feminist evolutions of our time.” Stylist 
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Dermot Turing  
THREE NATIONS. ONE PROBLEM. THE 

REAL STORY OF X, Y & Z 
How Enigma Was Broken 

The History Press, September 2018, 288 p., 30 ill.  

 

◊ Rights sold in: Poland (Rebis), Greece, France 
(Nouveau Monde). 

◊ The people of X, Y & Z were eccentric, colourful, 
and caught up in world events that they could 
watch but not control. Chased across Europe 
their mission was to protect the greatest secret 
of World War II.  

◊ Based on original research and newly released 
documents, this is their story... 

Spymasters. Spycraft. Escapes. Imprisonment. Betrayal. 
X, Y & Z describes how secret French, Polish and 
British intelligence services came together to unravel 
the Enigma machine. 

The story of how, working under the very noses of the 
Germans, Enigma code-breaking continued in Vichy 
France. And how code-breakers from Poland continued 
their work, watching the USSR’s first steps of the Cold 
War. December, 1932. In the bathroom of a Belgian 
hotel, a French spymaster is photographing secret 
documents. The operating instructions of the German 
cipher machine Enigma. A few weeks later, a 
mathematician in a dingy room in Warsaw begins to 
decipher the coded communications of the Third Reich, 
and lay the foundations for the code-breaking operation 
at Bletchley Park. The cooperation between France, 
Britain and Poland is given the cover-name X, Y and Z. 
December, 1942. It is the middle of World War II. The 
Polish code-breakers are in France, on the run from the 
Gestapo. People who know the Enigma secret are not 
supposed to be in combat zones for fear of capture. So 
MI6 has a plan−Operation CRICKET−to exfiltrate them. If 
this goes wrong, if they are caught, they could give away 
the greatest secret of the war. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Dermot Turing is the author of 
Prof, the acclaimed biography of Alan Turing. He spent his 
career in the legal profession after graduating from Cambridge 
and Oxford and is a trustee of Bletchley Park. He has extensive 
knowledge of World War II code-breaking and is a regular 
presenter at major cryptology events, most recently presenting 
at the US National Security Agency’s Center for Cryptologic 
History. 

 

 

 
 

Éric Branca  
LES ENTRETIENS OUBLIÉS D’HITLER  

1923-1940  
(Forgotten Interviews with Hitler 1923-1940) 

Perrin, February 2019, 260 pages  

 

◊ Rights sold in: Czech Republic (Omega), 
Netherlands (Polis). 

◊ Published here for the first time, the historian, 
Eric Branca has selected 16 significant interviews 
from the international press of the time – each 
interview is translated, introduced and 
annotated.   

◊ This unique book also contains an introductory 
chapter entitled “Hitler and the foreign press. A 
history of fascination” demonstrating what a hold 
Hitler had over the West as he rose to power.  

From his rise to political prominence in 1923 to the 
defeat of France in 1940, Hitler manipulated the 
democratic press as no other dictator had ever done 
before. To complete and often to counterbalance his 
innumerable speeches, he granted interviews to 
journalists, most often chosen deliberately, in order to 
appease Western public opinion regarding the reality 
of his goals and the ruthless way they were being 
pursued.  

Although hundreds of thousands of printed pages have 
been devoted to the Fuhrer for more than 70 years, 
these interviews given to the top American, British and 
French journalists of the time have never been published, 
save for a handful of quotes. Yet they are crucial, as much 
for what they dissimulate and for what they reveal. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: A historian and journalist, Eric 
Branca has written several successful books including the very 
well-received L’AMI AMÉRICAIN: WASHINGTON CONTRE 
DE GAULLE (1940-1969) published by Perrin in 2017. 
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Jean-Charles Foucrier 
LA GUERRE DES SCIENTIFIQUES  

(The Scientists’ War) 
Perrin, February 2019, 450 pages 

 

◊ Thanks to the author’s clear and learned 
presentation, we discover the secrets of radar, 
penicillin, the atomic bomb, Enigma decoding and 
many other decisive advances we owe to 
important personalities, most of them unjustly 
forgotten. 

A global explanatory approach, based on the scientific 
and technological innovations of the Second World 
War. While most of these are already famous, their 
origins remain largely unknown. 

This book is an unprecedented in-depth exploration of 
one of the hidden facets of the Second World War: that 
of the academics, researchers and teachers who were 
involved, often clandestinely, in the cataclysm. Together 
they formed a genuine army of civilians lurking in the 
shadows, weighing decisively on the outcome of the 
conflict.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Jean-Charles Foucrier holds a 
doctorate in contemporary history from Paris-Sorbonne 
university. a specialist of the Second World War, he is a 
reservist in the French air Force in charge of historical studies at 
CErPa at the Ecole Militaire de Paris. He has also written LA 
STRATÉGIE DE LA DESTRUCTION. BOMBARDEMENT 
ALLIÉS EN FRANCE, 1944. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Éric Alary 
NOUVELLE HISTOIRE DE L’OCCUPATION  

(A New History Of The Occupation) 
Perrin, March 2019, 376 pages 

 

◊ By focusing on the everyday life of the occupant, 
interwoven with that of the French population, 
Eric Alary casts new light on the events of the 
period and, as usual, brings history to life by 
embodying it in individual biographies 

The Occupation of France as lived daily on the German 
side, an unprecedented overview certain to become a 
definitive reference. 

June 1940. In the course of a few days, millions of French 
people find themselves under the German yoke. In two-
thirds of the country, towns and villages are occupied, 
submerged by the forces and symbols of nazism. The rest 
of France remains “free”, supposedly. The occupants, 
however, are the masters of the country: they sleep and 
eat in the homes of the occupied and move freely around 
France. 

In this new history of the occupation, Eric Alary focuses 
on the neglected aspect of the daily life of the Germans. 
How did they plan, conceive and experience the French 
occupation? What were the ideological, historical, cultural 
and economic projections the Germans cast on France, 
following the defeat of 1918? How did the troops of the 
Third Reich arrive and settle in France? How did the 
Germans conceive of the occupation in 1940, and then 
over the years? How was this political and military 
occupation exercised in its police, judicial, economic and 
cultural dimensions? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Éric Alary has a doctorate from the 
Institute of Political Studies of Paris and teaches. He was 
assistant to René Rémond of the Académie française, taught at 
Sciences-Po-Paris from 1996 to 2010 and was an associate 
researcher at the Sciences-Po Center of History from 1996 to 
2015. The books he has published with Perrin, all of them well-
received, include LA LIGNE DE DÉMARCATION (The 
Demarcation line), LES FRANÇAIS AU QUOTIDIEN (The 
French in everyday life), L’EXODE (The Exodus), LA GRANDE 
GUERRE DES CIVILS (The Civilians’ Great War), and 
L’HISTOIRE DES PAYSANS FRANÇAIS (The History of French 
Peasants). 
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Benoît Rondeau 
ÊTRE SOLDAT D’HITLER  

(Being A Soldier Of Hitler) 
Perrin, May 2019, 600 pages 

 

◊ There has never been a book like this one 
before. As the subject of countless texts, the 
German Army’s campaigns and battles during 
WWII are well known. 

◊ In a limpid writing style, the author examines the 
many and various situations experienced in all 
latitudes, from generals to Messerschmitt pilots, 
from administrators in Paris to Panzer tank 
crewmembers. 

◊ The daily life of German soldiers from 1939 to 
1945. 

What remains to be studied is how the war was 
actually experienced by German soldiers, whichever 
corps they belonged to: what was their daily life, what 
were the conditions on the front lines or further back? 
Did they have an advantage over their adversaries?  

The question of dishonorable submission to the nazi 
regime is the central one: did being a wehrmacht or 
waffen ss soldier at hitler’s service mean being a solider 
like any other? This book focuses in particular on the 
army’s degree of Nazification, the question of relations 
with civilian populations, and, consequently, on the crimes 
of the Third Reich. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Benoît Rondeau, a specialist in the 
Wehrmacht, has had several books published, including 
AFRIKAKORPS. L’ARMÉE DE ROMMEL; INVASION. LE 
DÉBARQUEMENT VÉCU PAR LES ALLEMANDS, both at 
Editions Tallandier, and, at Perrin, ROMMEL. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christopher Hale 
DECEPTION  

(How the Nazis Deceived the Last Jews of Europe) 
The History Press, September 2019, 320 pages 

 
◊ A hugely important book featuring 

groundbreaking research. 

◊ Author has undertaken research across Europe 
and America. 

◊ Christopher Hale is the author of the bestselling 
Himmler’s Crusade. 

The first book to tell the complete story of Adolf 
Eichmann’s plan to deceive the last Jews of Europe  

‘I suppose you know who I am? I was in charge of the 
actions in Germany and Poland and Czechoslovakia. I am 
prepared to sell you one million Jews: Goods for blood ... 
Blood for goods.’ These were the chilling words uttered 
by one of the most notorious Nazi bureaucrats, SS 
Colonel Adolf Eichmann, to a young Jewish businessman 
called Joel Brand in the spring of 1944. Brand embarked 
on a desperate mission to persuade the Allies to barter 
with Eichmann – and failed. 400,000 Hungarian Jews were 
taken to Auschwitz-Birkenau packed in cattle trains, 
gassed, and then incinerated. For decades after 1945, 
many blamed the Allies for callously abandoning a million 
Hungarian Jews to their fate. In Deception, Christopher 
Hale presents a new account of the ‘Brand Mission’ based 
on evidence in the national archives of Germany, 
Hungary, Britain and the United States. Hale reveals that 
Eichmann’s offer formed one part of a monstrous 
deception designed to outwit the leaders of the last 
surviving Jewish community in Europe. The deception was 
more complex and – from the German point of view – 
more successful than any equivalent operation mounted 
by the British secret service such as ‘Operation 
Mincemeat’. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Christopher Hale is the author of 
Himmler’s Crusade (Bantam, 2003), Hitler’s Foreign 
Executioners (THP, 2011) and Massacre in Malaya (THP, 2013). 
He has made numerous documentaries for the BBC, Channel 4 
and many other broadcasters. Himmler’s Crusade won the 
prestigious Italian Premio Gambrinus 'Giuseppe Mazzotti' prize. 
Hitler’s Foreign Executioners was longlisted for the History 
Today/Longman’s History Book of the Year in 2011 and was a 
bestseller in Poland. He lives in Berlin. 
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(Dir.) Jean-Christian Petitfils 
LES ÉNIGMES DE L’HISTOIRE DU MONDE  

(The Enigmas Of World History) 
Perrin, May 2019, 416 pages 

 

◊ An unparalleled collection that constitutes a 
history of the world in its own right.  

◊ This book follows Enigmas of French History 
(over 25,000 copies sold, one of the best-selling 
French history books of 2018). 

Was Atlantis a land tossed to the middle of the Aegean 
sea by a tsunami, or a Platonic metaphor? Many people 
believe that the shroud of Turin was once wrapped 
around Christ’s body, while others are convinced it’s a 
hoax. Who sculpted and erected those monumental 
figures on an improbable island in the South Pacific? Did 
the Vikings sail across the Atlantic and settle on the 
American coast or not? The sudden disappearance of the 
Mayan civilization and its undecipherable writing poses 
questions that remain unanswerable at this time. Jack the 
Ripper has been identified repeatedly, but which 
identification is true? And who was that mysterious young 
person who accompanied Mao towards the end of his 
life, interpreting his final burbles? 

People have been attempting – sometimes for centuries – 
to solve these enigmas. They may annoy us at times, but 
like family secrets they preserve their appealing mystery. 
some of them have affected the fate of the world. 
Akhenaton’s monotheism, Alexander’s tomb, 
shakespeare’s identity, the disappearance of Ambassador 
Benjamin Bathurst, Tsar Alexander’s second life, the 
Kennedy assassination, the attempted assassination of 
John-Paul II, the death of Lady Di... so many episodes that 
continue to fascinate and inspire. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Jean-Christian Petitfils, whose 
writings about the Ancien Régime are authoritative, has already 
edited a collective volume about the reign of Louis XIV for 
Perrin, as well as the Enigmas of French History, which came out 
in 2018. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cédric Delaunay 
GAME OF THRONES  

DE L'HISTOIRE À LA SÉRIE 
(GOT from History to the Story) 

Nouveau Monde, October 2018, 288 pages 

 

For the first time, a historian and fan of GOT 
demonstrates the deep influences of historical events 
and characters in the creation of George Martin’s 
universe. The saga can actually be read as a “re- 
creation” of ancient and medieval History. 

Behind the cruel and fantastic fresco imagined by George 
R.R. Martin and enriched by the writers, hide many 
references to our history. From Antiquity to the Second 
World War, the past is an inexhaustible source of 
inspiration for the saga. A veritable vade-mecum of the 
Game of Thrones universe, this richly illustrated book is 
an invitation to dive into the most tumultuous pages of 
our history. 
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Éric Mension-Rigau 
ENQUÊTE SUR LA NOBLESSE, LA 
PERMANENCE ARISTOCRATIQUE  

(An Investigation of the French nobility, Aristocratic 
Permanence) 

Perrin, April 2019, 320 pages 

 

◊ A clear synthesis of the classification of the 
nobility, fruit of the diversity of its origins, as well 
as its legal contours imposed by the monarchy.  

◊ A historical, political and sociological work that 
explains definitively the vital role of the 
aristocracy in the France of yesterday...and of 
today. 

What does the nobility represent in France? That is the 
question this historical essay tries to answer, primarily 
by providing an analysis of the principles, traditions and 
behaviors that in the past formed the identity of the 
nobles. 

The heirs of the old aristocratic dynasties have 
understood today that their history must remain living in 
order to last – they learn to develop their assi-milation 
skills, they become active and succeed in the business 
world. But they run a risk: that of being diluted in the 
anonymity of the “upper classes” by being less attached 
to the transmission of their family tradition, their rural 
roots and the forms of civility characteristic of their milieu. 

It recounts the main stages of its history, from the builders 
of fortresses in the Middle Ages until the 21st century, and 
along the way the court of louis xIv, the salons of the 
Enlightenment, the Terror, the napoleonic saga and the 
constitutional monarchy. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: A professor of history at the 
Sorbonne, Éric Mension-Rigau has focused his research on the 
elite since the French revolution. He has written more than a 
dozen books. Those published by Perrin include LES ROHAN. 
HISTOIRE D’UNE GRANDE FAMILLE (The rohans. History of a 
great family); BONI DE CASTELLANE ; LE DONJON ET LE 
CLOCHER. NOBLES ET CURÉS DE CAMPAGNE DE 1850 À 
NOS JOURS. (The Keep and the Bell Tower. nobles and 
country priests from 1850 to the present day). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Victor Battaggion & Thierry Sarmant 
HISTOIRE MONDIALE DES COURS 

(A Global history of Courts from Antiquity to Today) 
Perrin, January 2019, 480 pages 

 

A ground-breaking collective work that tells the story of 
the most prestigious courts around the world, from 
ancient Egypt to the 21st century, bringing them to life 
and revealing their history, rites and customs.  

A court can be defined as a meeting place between daily 
life and history, the individual and politics, public space 
and private space, the state and the church. An 
unchangeable conservatory of age-old traditions, it is 
nonetheless in constant evolution – and sometimes in 
constant motion, according to the adage “wherever the 
king is, the court is.” A manifestation of power, its very 
existence enhances the monarchy’s prestige. It must 
therefore include many courtiers, to illustrate the loyalty 
of the elite, and be dazzling, to demonstrate to subjects 
and foreigners alike the supremacy and wealth of the 
sovereign whose seat it is. And finally, for centuries, it was 
the heart of intellectual, artistic and cultural life. Bernini, 
for example, designed buildings for the popes, Moliere 
entertained Louis XIV and Mozart was employed by the 
Prince-Archbishop of Salzburg – and his commissions 
boosted the luxury industry. 

From the courts of ancient Egypt to those of 
contemporary Europe, by way of forgotten or little-
known courts in japan, Persia, Byzantium, Burgundy and 
Austria, this book fills a void thanks to the contributions – 
at once erudite and lively – written by leading specialists 
brought together by victor Battaggion and Thierry 
sarmant. 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS: Victor Battaggion is deputy 
managing editor of the magazine Historia. Thierry Sarmant , 
an archivist-paleographer with a doctorate from the university of 
Paris I, is Head Curator of Heritage and Director of Collections 
at the mobilier national. A historian of the Ancien Régime, he 
has published notably RÉGNER ET GOUVERNER: LOUIS XIV 
ET SES MINISTRES (2010); LOUIS XIV HOMME ET ROI 
(2012); and 1715: LA FRANCE ET LE MONDE (2014).  
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Robin Laurance 
COCONUT  

(How the Shy Fruit Shaped our World) 
The History Press, July 2019, 224 pages 

 

◊ Uncovering the history of the coconut, with 
stories of exploration and wartime exploits, 
artistic expression, religious piety, royal 
christenings, shipwrecks, survival, scientific 
discovery and the subversive printing of bank 
notes 

◊ Today, coconut products line the shelves of the 
world’s supermarkets, health food shops and 
retailers of beauty products, dominates the new 
wave of cook books, and has become the trendy 
alternative to cow’s milk in coffee shops 

◊ Current uses include gold mining, nuclear fusion 
research, breathing apparatus, drug smuggling, 
air and water purification and treating overdoses, 
while coconut charcoal saves lives in emergency 
rooms every day 

Charting the many and varied ways the coconut has 
shaped and continues to shape our world. Such 
disparate characters as an English earl, an American 
president, Imelda Marcus, a celebrated German nudist, 
Captain Bligh of the Bounty, and a billion Hindus 
feature in this fascinating history of the coconut.  

The coconut has long been the unseen player in the 
endeavors of industrialists and bomb makers, physicians 
and silversmiths, smugglers and snake charmers. The 
millions of gas masks produced in readiness for World 
War II had filters packed with coconut charcoal; 16th- 
century European craftsmen gilded coconuts with silver 
and gold; early seafarers were sustained its fresh water 
and nutritious flesh, using the husk to make the rope for 
the ships’ rigging and more of it to arrest the inevitable 
leaks in the ships’ hulls. Today, the world and his visitors 
wipe their feet on coir matting and coconut-based 
products line the shelves of supermarkets and health food 
shops. This is the remarkable history of the most widely 
used plant nature has conceived. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Robin Laurance has been writing 
as a freelance journalist for 35 years, contributing articles to The 
Times, The Guardian and The Sunday Times among other 
magazines. During 18 months of research he has become a 
minor expert on the coconut! He has previously written Portrait 
of Islam and Just what I always wanted (Quercus), a light-
hearted look at present-giving through 365 unusual birthday 
exchanges during the past 300 years. 

 
 
 

 

Severine Auffret 
UNE HISTOIRE DU FÉMINISME 

(A History of Feminism from Greek Antiquity to Today) 
L’Observatoire, February 2018 600 pages 

 

◊ Foreword by Michel Onfray. 

◊ Alternating portraits, narratives and analyses, 
Séverine Auffret retraces the evolution of femi- 
nist ideas since their first manifestations to the 
most contemporary problematics.  

◊ In this book, a first ever exhaustive and vibrant 
history, we meet the Amazons and Simone de 
Beauvoir, Sappho and Gabrielle Suchon, Diderot 
and Hubertine Auclert... and we travel from 
Ancient Egypt to the Pre-Columbian Americas 
and Sub-Saharan Africa. 

The first history of feminist ideas from their initial 
manifestations in Antiquity to the most recent 
problematics. 

Although feminism became a political movement in 19th 
century Europe, feminist ideas have been expressed, 
implicitly or explicitly, since ancient times and all over the 
world, challenging the dom- inant misogynous customs 
and ideas. 

Why, how and where did these ideas first appear? Do 
they form an authentic History, in a cumulative process of 
development? Or are they merely random outbursts, 
impossible to summarize or merge? Is political feminism 
their historical conclusion? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Editor of the work of Gabrielle 
Suchon (1632-1703), philosopher and feminist, Séverine Auffret 
directed the feminist study seminar at the Popular University of 
Caen for several years. She has published several essays on 
feminism, particularly with Editions Des femmes. 
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Arnaud Maillard  
MERCI, KARL ! 
(Thank you Karl!) 

Calmann Levy, 2007,  

 

◊ The agency does not handle Polish, Czech or 
Hungarian rights. 

◊ Rights sold in: China (Chasse Litte),  

◊ Previously sold in: Taiwan (Sun Color Culture). 

◊ For the first time, a designer takes us behind the 
scenes of a big house: under glitter, couture is 
revealed. 

Arnaud Maillard was barely twenty when he landed his 
first internship with Karl Lagerfeld, one of the geniuses of 
international fashion. The young stylist worked fifteen 
years in the shadow of Karl, and then became director of 
the studio of the Lagerfeld Gallery. 

In the shelter of podiums, excellence is sovereign. 
Ambitions are woven, ideas are pricked, reputations are 
cut and small hands are bent on small points. The stylist 
tells us all about Karl Lagerfeld, a demanding and 
fascinating star. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Laurent Allen-Caron 
LE MYSTÈRE LAGERFELD 

(The Lagerfeld Mystique) 
Fayard, February 2019, �280 pages 

 

◊ The agency does not handle Hungarian rights. 

◊ Rights sold in: Bulgaria (Colibri), Russia (Eksmo), 
Netherlands (Xanders), Ukraine (Ranok). 

◊ Laurent Allen-Caron spoke to the people in the 
shadows, in an unprecedented series of 
interviews recounting the astonishing life and 
career of a German child whose dreams and 
ambitions were set on Paris.  

◊ The author reveals what the designer never 
alludes to: the wounds, the pain – and a part of 
the mystery. 

His life and his look are intriguing and captivating. Karl 
Lagerfeld, the Kaiser of catwalks, the godfather of 
fashion, has always hidden behind masks. Just when 
we think we’ve caught hold of him, the mys- tery only 
deepens.  

He says so himself, “I want to be like an apparition, to 
appear and disappear.” Who is the man behind the most 
famous pair of black sunglasses in the world? What is the 
fashion icon’s real story and why is he so intent on living 
in the present? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Laurent Allen-Caron is a journalist 
for France 2. He has written and directed twelve news 
documentaries for Laurent Delahousse’s show “Un jour, un 
destin,” including the film on Karl Lagerfeld, Être et paraître. 
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Jean-Paul Bled  
MARLÈNE DIETRICH 

(Marlene Dietrich) 
Perrin, April 2019, 384 pages 

 

◊ The author based this biography on the 
substantial Marlene Dietrich archives deposited 
in Berlin in 1993. 

The tumultuous and passionate life story of a 
legendary actress.  

Nearly 30 years after her death, the Dietrich myth has not 
aged a day. Josef von Sternberg, with whom she made 
seven classic films from The Blue Angel to The devil is a 
woman, began to forge it in the early 1930s. A master of 
lighting, he stylized her beauty and created her femme 
fatale character, sensual and sophisticated. Following the 
lead of her Pygmalion, she applied her sense of 
perfectionism to enhancing her image. Making the most of 
her assets – face, eyes, body, voice – she turned herself 
into an icon, a timeless Venus defying the onslaughts of 
age. 

Marlene Dietrich embodied the liberated woman as much 
in her style as in her way of life. A performer with 
androgynous tendencies, she had a taste for masculine 
clothes, such as the trousers she wears in Morocco and in 
Blonde Venus. She exercised that same freedom in her 
relationships to both the men – including Jean Gabin – 
and the women she encountered in her life. 

Blonde Venus also represents a strong political symbol. 
Incarnation of the spirit of resistance to nazism, Marlene 
had a troubled relationship with Germany, which took a 
long time to forgive her for wearing the American 
uniform during the war. Yet her attachment to Berlin 
remained intact. It was the place where she was born, 
spent her youth, started her career, found success and her 
first loves. She breathed the air of the great Berlin of the 
1920s and personified its spirit and nostalgia. Wasn’t one 
of the songs from her repertoire entitled I still have a 
suitcase in Berlin? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: A renowned specialist on 
Germany and Austria-Hungary, professor emeritus at the 
university of Paris IV-Sorbonne, Jean-Paul Bled has published 
numerous books, including François-Joseph (Franz Joseph) 
Marie-Thérèse d’autriche (Maria Theresa of austria) (both at 
Fayard), Bismarck and les Hommes d’Hitler (Hitler’s Men) (both 
at Perrin). 

 
 

 

 

Marie-Hélène Baylac 
AGATHA CHRISTIE 

(A Mysterious life) 
Perrin, April 2019 

 

The adventurous and mysterious life of the “Queen of 
Crime 

As often happens with writers, the Queen of Crime’s life 
(1890-1976) was eclipsed by her books. yet her personal 
story was just as exciting. 

Little Agatha wrote her first detective novel after making 
a bet with her sister, then went on to become the most 
widely read English-language writer in her lifetime. As the 
young Mrs Miller, imaginative and romantic, she had only 
one aspiration, to live happily ever after with Prince 
Charming. The failure of her marriage to a dashing aviator 
affected her so deeply that in 1926 she disappeared for 
ten days under a false name, while all of England was on 
the lookout for her. The wound would never fully heal, 
but her indomitable will kept her moving forward. Her 
remarriage to an archaeologist 14 years her junior shaped 
her new life. She spent it going from excavations in Iraq 
and syria to her houses in london and her native devon, 
and of course writing a series of best-sellers. She became 
a genuine British institution, at the head of the world’s first 
multimedia empire. She generated a colossal fortune, 
most of which was lost to her, snatched away by the tax 
man or funneled into financial schemes that benefited 
those close to her more than herself. An eternal optimist, 
devoting more and more time to the theater – her true 
passion – and to a love of food that left her unattractively 
stout, she remained “the boss” in all circumstances. 

Fascinated early on by the world of hercule Poirot and 
Miss Marple, Marie-hélène Baylac has realized a long-
cherished project: recounting the life, shrouded in 
mystery, of the Queen of Crime, and deciphering the 
secrets behind the creation of an exceptional body of 
work, the matrix of all contemporary whodunit literature. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: A graduate of the École normale 
supérieure with a degree in history, MARIE- HELENE BAYLAC 
has written mainly about the period of the revolution and the 
Empire. She has also published a biography of Queen Hortense 
at Perrin, which received an award from the Fondation 
Napoléon. Her most recent works reflect her interest in a 
transversal approach to history: Ces objets qui ont fait l’histoire 
(These Objects that made History) and Histoire des animaux 
célèbres (a History of Famous animals), which won the Prix 
Fernand Méry (both at Perrin). 
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Ingrid Méchoulam 
SOUS LE SOLEIL DE SAGAN 

(Under the sun with Sagan) 
Michal Lafon, March 2019,  224 pages 

 

A first ever account by the woman who shared 
Françoise Sagan’s last years.  

Ingrid Méchoulam, married at 18 to a Greek billionaire 48 
years her senior, is the incarnation of the Painted Lady 
described by Sagan in one of her novels. For the last 15 
years of the cult author’s life, she provided her with a 
home - often shared with literary critic Bernard Frank in a 
Truffaut-esque ménage à trois - a constant support and a 
string of glamorous or eccentric voyages.  

A first and invaluable portrait of Sagan, her passion for life 
and refusal of any form of pathos, the real Sagan. 
Unforgettable.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

France Football 
MBAPPÉ TOUT GAGNER 

(Win Everything Mbappé Biography) 
Solar, May 2019, 336 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in : Netharlands, Arabic (Qatar). 

◊ Offer from: Estonia. 

◊ With an introduction written by Mbappé himself! 
◊ Illustrated with rare photographs, exclusive 

interviews by the France Football journalists 

◊ The first and only reference biography on the 
youngest world’s best football player. 

◊ In the footsteps of Ibrahimovic or Totti’s 
successful biographies! 

This book tells the explosion of this raw talent and how 
he provided himself with the means to succeed, 
without settling any limits. 

Kylian Mbappé is only 19 years old and already a World 
Cup champion and twice a France cup champion. He 
plays at PSG with international celebrities such as 
Neymar, Cavani or Thiago Silva to whom he is, in 
comparison, just as good. He is a real phenomenon. 

His rise has been so dazzling that hardly any media 
managed to get close to him. Except for France Football: 
this magazine has followed him since his teenage years 
and awarded him in late 2018 the Kopa Trophy, as best 
performing player under the age of 21. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: France Football is the ultimate 
weekly magazine of football. It also awards each year the famous 
Ballon d’Or. 
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François Heisbourg  
CET ÉTRANGE NAZI QUI SAUVA MON 

PÈRE 
(The Strange Nazi Who Saved My Father  

The Odyssey of Baron von Hoiningen) 
Stock, �February 2019, 336 pages 

 

Baron von Hoiningen is a mystery. A Nazi, he 
nevertheless saved hundreds of Jews and members of 
the Resistance during the war... one of which was 
François Heisbourg’s father. 

This narrative could have been called « The Man Without 
a Face », inasmuch that it has been so difficult to find a 
photographic trace of the strange Baron Franz Von 
Hoiningen. Member of the Nazi party, this German officer 
saved hundreds of Jews and members of the Resistance 
(one of which was the father of the author), found himself 
implicated in the plot against Hitler, flew Germany with 
the Gestapo on his heels, and finished his odyssey in the 
arms of his beloved in Luxembourg. He braved all 
dangers in extreme conditions. But why is it impossible to 
find even the smallest amount of information concerning 
the reasons for his U-turn, about his opinions following 
the war? Why do his descendants maintain such a silence 
around this man? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: François Heisbourg is a special 
advisor at the Foundation for Strategic Research, chair of the 
International Institute for Strategic Studies of London and of the 
Geneva Centre for Security Policy. He has published, among 
others, APRÈS AL QAÏDA (2009) and COMMENT PERDRE LA 
GUERRE CONTRE LE TERRORISME (2016). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marek Halter 
JE RÊVAIS DE CHANGER LE MONDE 

(I Dreamed Of Changing The World)  
XO Éditions, January 2019, 572 pages 

 

◊ All told in a moving and original way as he 
addresses Clara, his wife and partner in battle for 
over forty years. She sadly passed away last year.  

◊ Marek Halter invites us to take a look, through 
his personal journey, at almost a century of 
History. 

What an incredible life! For the first time, Marek 
Halter traces back his remarkable destiny. 

Once upon a time… there was a young Jewish boy who 
was born in Warsaw a few years before the start of the 
Second World War. Driven out to far away Soviet 
Republics by Nazism, he survived and arrived in Paris with 
his parents in early 1950. Destined to become a painter, 
but led by fate and random encounters, Marek Halter will 
instead become the popular writer known worldwide and 
the relentless Peace activist who always kept hope alive 
and never gave up. 

From his childhood to today, as a real story-teller relying 
on an absolute faith in the power of the Word and of the 
dialogue, Marek Halter revisits each step of his unique 
destiny where we will meet with Stalin, Ben Gurion, 
Golda Meir, Nasser, Sadat, Yasser Arafat, Peres, Peron, 
Che Guevara, Putin, John Paul II, Pope Francis… not to 
forget the French presidents with whom he always 
maintained privileged relations. 

His never ending fight for peace in the Middle East or for 
freedom of speech wherever combat needs to be carried 
out, but also his friendships, his loves, his inspiring sharing 
of Jewish culture…  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: The Book of Abraham, The 
Kabbalist of Prague, The Cannan trilogy (Sarah, Tsippora, Lilah), 
Mary of Nazareth, The Queen of Sheba, The Wind of the 
Khazars, The Women from Islam (Khadija, Fatima, Aïcha)… 
Marek Halter works have been translated into more than 20 
languages and has sold millions of copies around the World. 
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Catherine Heyrendt-Sherman 
CHURCHILL, BIOGRAPHIE GOURMANDE 

(Churchill a Savory Biography) 
Payot & Rivages, November 2016, 144 pages 

 
◊ Rights sold in: Sweden (Lind&Co), Russia 

(Eurasie). 

◊ An unusual and delectable portrait of that great 
British hero, Winston Churchill. 

◊ A narrative filled to bursting with mouthwatering 
anecdotes. 

◊ An approach to international politics in which 
everything is played out at the table. 

By an eminent specialist in British history, this book 
paints a portrait of Churchill, a man of many 
superlatives, from the savory angle of gastronomy. This 
biography is the first in a new collection devoted to key 
historical figures that presents them in an atypically 
private way: at their dining table! 

The dining table was a crucial place in Churchill’s political 
life, as well as his personal one. Sitting down with him is 
an invitation to a close-up view of the century’s major 
conflicts and a lifestyle and education that no longer exist. 
It is also – lastly and most importantly – a front-row seat 
on the Lord Admiral’s famous quips and quotes. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Catherine Heyrendt-Sherman 
teaches History of British Culture and Civilisation at the 
University of Reims, in addition to the classes she teaches at 
Sciences Po. She is a cheerful young woman with a biting sense 
of humor and a very British stiff upper lip. The only faux pas in 
her otherwise spotless career: having been born in France, when 
she is so often taken for a proper Englishwoman. 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pierre-Yves Beaurepaire  
MARIE ANTOINETTE, BIO GOURMANDE 

(Marie Antoinette a Savory Biography) 
Payot & Rivages, November 2016, 176 pages 

	
◊ Rights sold in: Russia (Eurasie). 

◊ From her wedding banquet to the condemned 
queen’s last meal, a culinary biography that 
debunks a wealth of clichés about a highly 
controversial character. 

◊ A veritable voyage of discovery through France’s 
culinary heritage and the 18th-century’s “modern 
cuisine” revolution, guided by the Marie-
Antoinette’s tastes. 

By one of the greatest historians of 18th-century 
France, this book offers readers a biography of Marie-
Antoinette from the savory point of view of gastronomy.  

The second volume in a new collection devoted to key 
historical figures that presents them in an atypically private 
way: at their dining table! A recreational work that will 
entertain readers while allowing them to get to know a 
different side of the famous queen, and of the century 
that symbolized so well, in Talleyrand’s words, the 
pleasure of living. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Pierre-Yves Beaurepaire, Professor 
of History, specializes in the Age of Enlightenment and in the 
Freemasons. He has been invited to Yale and the University of 
Saint Petersburg. A bon vivant, he is devoted to making 
academic subjects accessible to the general public. Having been 
published in German, English and Russian, he is proud to sign 
this little gem, which was great fun both to research and to 
write. 
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Emanuele Coccia 
MÉTAMORPHOSES. LA MATIÈRE DE LA VIE 

(Metamorphoses: The Stuff of Life) 
Rivages, May 2019 

 

◊ After plants, Coccia is now concentrating on all 
living things (from biology to literature) to 
formulate a philosophy of the mysterious 
phenomenon of metamorphosis. 

Through the results of contemporary biology research, 
as well as myths and literature, the author of “The Life 
of Plants” lays down the foundations of a philosophy of 
metamorphosis. 

Metamorphosis has always fascinated both scientist and 
fiction writers, yet it has rarely been considered by 
philosophers. All living things are subjected to it: 
metamorphosis is the most basic, original experience of 
life, the one that defines its strengths and limitations most 
precisely. Butterflies and frogs aren’t the only ones 
affected by it. The fact is, since Darwin, we have known 
that all species and all forms of life are just 
metamorphoses of other forms, many of which have since 
disappeared. Thus humanity is no more than the 
metamorphosis that myriad animal-life forms were 
subjected to before becoming what we now are. We 
experience metamorphosis on the scale of our own lives 
as well, when we are born, going from an “amniotic” 
existence to an “air-supported” life form. More generally, 
feeding of all types is a perfect example of it: eating means 
being the place where the eaten undergoes 
metamorphosis into the flesh of the eater. All life, as a 
metamorphic act, is the simultaneous fashioning of a body 
and of the world in which it lives. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Emanuele Coccia, the author, most 
notably, of Sensible Life and The Life of Plants (Rencontres 
philosophiques of Monaco Prize, translated into 9 languages), is 
one of our most innovative contemporary philosophers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Laurence Paoli 
ZOOS, UN NOUVEAU PACTE AVEC LA 

NATURE 
(Zoos: A New Pact with Nature) 

Buchet Chastel, March 2019, 128 pages 

 

Once the subject of harsh criticism, zoos have evolved. 
They are no longer places to lock depressed animals 
up and watch them pace back and forth. Not only do 
zoos now provide livable habitats to the many species 
they house, they have also become key players in the 
protection and defense of biodiversity. 

As our planet is undergoing the sixth phase of mass 
extinction in its history, it has in fact become essential to 
safeguard the ever-more-threatened existence of wildlife: 
rhinoceroses, pandas, oryxes and panthers are not the 
only ones to find refuge in zoos. Even turtles, frogs and 
more are protected by programs that breed and preserve 
species, and and reintroduce them into the wild. 

Along with this fundamental mission come multiple 
challenges, particularly concerning educating the general 
public: with over 700 million visitors a year (10% of the 
world’s population), zoos have become the only place 
where many children – and adults – are exposed to the 
experience of nature, the only thing that can truly awaken 
them to the new pact for which the author has high 
hopes. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Laurence Paoli knows the world of 
zoos, where she has spent her whole career, like the palm of 
her hand. In 2001, within the framework of France’s National 
Natural History Museum, she founded the first communication 
service specialized in preserving animal biodiversity in all four 
animal parks run by the Museum.  
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Pierre Klossoswki 
SUR PROUST 

(On Proust) 
Serge Safran, February 2019, 144 pages 

 

◊ Original reflection on In Search of Lost Time.  

◊ A Proustian vision of the novel. 

Drawer and painter, translator and novelist, older 
brother of Balthus and friend of Rilke, Andre Gide, 
Bataille, Breton, and Foucault, Pierre Klossowski (1905-
2001) is deeply associated with the literary movements 
of the last century. 

In 1971, Michel Butor invited him to participate in a 
television program on “Proust and the Senses.” He seized 
the opportunity to reread In Search of Lost Time and to 
provide his own interpretation of it. This is how 
Klossowski designed an unparalleled literary masterpiece, 
offering a spiritual experience bordering on extasy. 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS: : P ierre Klossowski was a 
French author and artist whose work explores sadomasochistic 
imagery resembling the surrealist eroticism of Hans Bellemer. He 
was born in 1905 in Paris, to two artists: Erich and Baladine 
Klossowski. In 1923, Klossowski became the secretary of French 
author André Gide as he was working on LES FAUX-
MONNAYEURS. Gide presented the young painter to several 
personalities of the era, both historical and literary, including 
Georges Bataille, Gilles Deleuze, and Michel Foucault, who went 
on to support and befriend the writer/artist. Klossowski is most 
renowned for his novel ROBERTE CE SOIR. He died in 2001 at 
the age of 96. Luc Lagarde was born in 1957. In 1986, he co-
directed the film François Augiéras FRAGMENTS D’UNE 
TRAJECTOIRE. A librarian, he published PROUST À L’ORÉE 
DU CINÉMA in 2016. He spent time with Pierre Klossowski 
between 1998 and 2000. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michel Crépu 
BECKETT, 29 JUILLET 82, 11H30 

(Beckett, July, 29, 82, 11:30) 
Arléa, March 2019, 100 pages 

 

After thirty years of voluntary removal, Michel Crépu 
returns to the scene of a literary passion for the 
creator of En attendant Godot. 

But is it possible to talk about Beckett ? Limit work, which 
immediately transforms the daring into talkative 
commentators. Michel Crépu nevertheless takes up the 
challenge. He reads again the works according to a 
memory that coincides with his attraction of the past for 
the monastic life, in the distant time of the 80s. Literature 
and the spiritual: here begins a common history, not 
completed. 

Young man, he wanted to shake the hand of the man 
who had squeezed Joyce's hand. A memorable 
appointment will give him this chance. Beckett seems far 
away today from the ambient houellebecquerie. His 
loneliness has never been so great. This is the time to 
never go back to see. This is what Michel Crépu does in 
this book of hours of reading and intimacy. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Michel Crépu is a French writer 
and literary critic as well as the editor-in-chief of La Nouvelle 
Revue française since 2015. He is the author of fifteen books 
among which: LE TOMBEAU DE BOSSUET, Grasset, 1997 – 
Prix Femina essai et grand prix de la critique de l'Académie 
française 1997 ; LE SOUVENIR DU MONDE, Grasset, 2011 – 
Prix des Deux Magots 2012 ; VISION DE JACKIE KENNEDY 
AU JARDIN GALLIERA, Gallimard, 2017 ; UN 
EMPÊCHEMENT, Gallimard, 2018. 
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Antony Cummins 
OLD JAPAN ! 

(Secrets from the Shores of the Samurai) 
The History Press, August 2018, 240 p. �50 ill. 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Czech Republic (Euromedia). 

◊ All new translations made by the author and his 
team of experts 

◊ Snippets of information to appeal to YouTube 
culture, and to make a great gift book for 

◊ Bestselling author, with over 15,000 copies sold 
of books on the subject of the Samurai and Old 
Japan 

◊ Author runs a YouTube channel with over 12,000 
subscribers 

Discover the ancient ways of the Samurai and 
experience the stunning myth of Old Japan 

Japan has often been thought of as a closed country, but 
before the country was closed in 1635 many travellers 
from the West were able to experience its unique 
traditions and culture. Their accounts speak of legends of 
powerful dragons and devils, tales of the revered emperor 
and the protocol surrounding him, following complex 
etiquette in everything from tea ceremonies to footwear, 
and bloodthirsty warlords who exacted cruel and unusual 
punishments for the smallest of crimes. 

Antony Cummins uses these captivating eyewitness 
accounts to reveal fascinating facts and myths from the 
mysterious Land of the Rising Sun. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Antony Cummins is the Official 
Tourism Ambassador for Wakayama and the author of many 
books including Iga and Koka Ninja Skills, The Illustrated Guide 
to Viking Martial Arts and Samurai War Stories (all The History 
Press). He has appeared in documentaries such as Ninja Shadow 
Warriors and Samurai Warrior Queens. He lives in the UK and 
often travels to Japan to research Japanese warrior culture. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Baptiste Morizot 
SUR LA PISTE ANIMALE 

(On The Animal Trail) 
Actes Sud, April 2018, 208 pages 

 
◊ Rights sold in: Germany (Reclam); Italy 

(Nottetempo); Spain (Errata Naturae) 

◊ We are invited to become detectives of nature 
and to follow the trail of extraordinary, often 
mythical creatures – bears, wolves, and snow 
panthers.  

◊ By deciphering and interpreting paw prints and 
signs, we gradually discover not only their animal 
perpetrator but also the animal’s motives.  

◊ The work brings new life to the wild and enriches 
our own inner worlds. 

From the forests of Yellowstone to the peaks of 
Kirghizstan and Haut-Var steppes or an apartment 
balcony, Baptiste Morizot offers a different approach 
to nature: as he calls it, “philosophical tracking”.  

We get to experience that unique animal perspective and 
learn to live through the eyes of other living beings to 
create a singularly enhanced experience of nature. 
Through his various animal tracking tales, Baptiste Morizot 
gives us a chance to “enforest” ourselves, as Canadian 
trackers in the Great North say – to enter the forests of 
the tundra, wastelands or kitchen gardens and let their 
forest inhabit us. We learn how to pay increased 
attention to the living world around us and inside us and 
to cohabit with it. These encounters with living beings 
become moments for philosophical enquiry, revealing our 
relationship with the wild. They tell us about the inner-
animal inside us. We learn how we can cohabit with 
grizzly bears and the virtues we share with the snow 
panther. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Baptiste Morizot is a writer and 
lecturer in philosophy at the University of Aix-Marseille. His 
work is devoted to the relationship between the human and 
living and is based on extensive fieldwork, especially in tracking 
wild animals. He has also written DIPLOMATES. COHABITER 
AVEC LES LOUPS SUR UNE AUTRE CARTE DU VIVANT 
(Wildproject, 2016). 

« Servi par une plume talentueuse, le pistage devient 
un art de lire et de transmettre les signes entre 
espèces et constitue pour Morizot la base d'une « 
diplomatie » agissant à l'interface entre cultures 
humaine et animale. » Philosophie Magazine 
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Stéphane Lambert 
VISIONS DE GOYA 

(Goya’s Visions) 
Arléa, March 2019, 140 pages 

 

◊ Returning to the rich and long career of an artist 
of genius, the book takes the form of a journey 
through a work that professed the unshakeable 
vitality of creation in the face of the threat of 
chaos. 

Two centuries after their composition (1819-1823), in 
a world facing new challenges, Stéphane Lambert 
examines the extraordinary cycle of black paintings of 
Goya to probe their inexhaustible topicality.  

By this dive into the imagination of his most haunting 
obsessions, the Spanish painter had transfigured all the 
pictorial genres of the time and permanently upset the 
vision of our humanity. Goya (1746-1828) went through 
all the humiliations and honors, the assaults of illness, the 
war and the eddies of history, with the fabulous gift of 
transforming ravages into opportunities to revolutionize 
his art.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in 1974 in Brussels, Stéphane 
Lambert is a novelist, poet, essayist. His literary work is marked 
by a desire to go beyond the classification of genres and forms, a 
concern that has brought him closer to the visual arts and to be 
interested, from the inside, in the process of creation. Alongside 
his books, he has written radio drama for France Culture, and 
co-wrote with the director Claude Régy the book Dans le 
désordre (Actes Sud, 2011 - prize for the best book on 
theater). He won the Roland Jouvenel Prize 2017 (French 
Academy Prize) for his book Avant Godot. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rémy Oudghiri 
HABITER L’AUBE 
(To Live The Dawn) 

Arléa, April 2019, 120 pages 

 

There are those who get up early to “make a success of 
their lives”, supporters of Miracle Morning, a movement 
born in 2015, and multiply personal development 
exercises hoping to get ahead of others. And there are 
those who rise early to exist otherwise: to escape the 
constraints of social time, to experience the happiness of 
living in the passage between night and day, to be 
available to the splendors of dawn to watch, to read and 
to think other. 

Remy Oudghiri, author of Petit éloge de la fuite hors du 
monde, is one of them. He is a “dawn researcher”. He 
takes us in his films and books, but also in the streets of 
Paris in the early morning, the German landscapes at the 
Caspar David Friedrich or in the blue hour of the Tuscan 
countryside. 

Free from all constraints, in the mystery of the day that 
rises, we have to live fully what we are. This is the true 
miracle of dawn. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Rémy Oudghiri is a sociologist, a 
specialist in consumer practices and emerging trends. He is 
Deputy Director General of Sociovision, a consulting and 
research company. 
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Pierre Bayard 
L’ÉNIGME TOLSTOIEVSKI 

(The Tolstoievsky Enigma) 
Éditions de Minuit, November 2017, 174 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Russia (Text), Turkey. 

◊ A book on the cusp of several genres, a 
delightfully ironic cross between literary theory 
and fiction. Readers will enjoy (re)discovering 
Pierre Bayard’s lively and clever prose, which 
catches them out while at the same time sharing 
gratifying literary winks and nods.  

◊ A literary text that is both well-researched and 
sophisticated, yet perfectly accessible to non-
specialists, that references Russian literature and 
Freudian and psychoanalytic frameworks for a 
brilliant new form of comparative literature.  

◊ A book constructed thematically, along the lines 
of Roland Barthes’ A LOVER’S DISCOURSE: 
FRAGMENTS.  

In a similar vein to How To Talk About Books You 
Haven’t Read and Is It Possible To Apply Literature 
To Psychoanalysis? Pierre Bayard’s latest book 
proposes an off-beat critical approach to the best-
known Russian literary classics.  

While any great artist is an enigma, none is as mysterious 
as the famous Russian writer Leon-Fyodor Tolstoievsky. 
He is indeed a multi-facetted author who seems to have 
two different personalities – at least – that shine through 
his various novels: ANNA KARENINA and CRIME AND 
PUNISHMENT, as well as THE BROTHERS 
KARAMAZOV and WAR AND PEACE. Pierre Bayard 
entertainingly intertwines the two bodies of work, while 
attempting to respond, by delving into the depths of the 
Slavic soul, to the basic question underlying any musings 
on the psyche: why am I many?  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Pierre Bayard was born in 1954. 
He is a Professor of English Literature at Paris University, and a 
psychoanalyst. He writes controversial and thought-provoking 
essays, the best-known of which is COMMENT PARLER DES 
LIVRES QUE L'ON A PAS LUS (2007). The book has been 
translated into 27 languages and was a huge success in France 
(80,000 copies sold in France alone). 

“Pierre Bayard is the first to study the entire Russian 
novelistic tradition in all its complexity, with all its 
disjunctions and fascinating echoes.” Diacritik 

 
 
 

 

Pierre Bayard 
 LA VÉRITÉ SUR DIX PETITS NÈGRES 

(The Truth About “And Then There Were None”) 
Minuit, January 2019, 176 pages 

 
◊ The fourth volume of a serie which include QUI 

A TUÉ ROGER ACKROYD ?(Who has killed 
Roger Ackroyd ?), ENQUÊTE SUR HAMLET 
(Investigation on Hamlet) and L’AFFAIRE DU 
CHIEN DES BASKERVILLE (The case of the 
Hound of the Baskervilles). Bayard’s « literary 
studies on crime fiction » aim at solving criminal 
investigations as much as they offer a literary 
reflexion.  

◊ The secrets of detective-novel writing cleverly 
revealed by examining masterpieces of the genre 
from a clever new perspective.   

◊ A brilliantly delightful investigation that 
challenges the solutions to the most famous 
fictional crimes with precision and flair.  

◊ Bayard has managed once again to make the 
division between literary genres porous, offering 
readers a book on the cusp between a police 
procedural, a literary essay and a parody.  

No reader can seriously believe the highly unlikely 
resolution suggested at the end of the famous crime 
novel And then they were none by Agatha Christie. 

By giving voice to the actual murderer, this book explains 
what actually happened and why Agatha Christie got it 
wrong. In an investigation unfolded in three parts, William 
Blone exposes the case and all its ins and outs as Christie 
explained it herself. After the scene is thus set, the author 
confronts this crime story to other such as The Mystery 
of the Yellow Room and ABC against Poirot and reveals 
similitudes that could have helped the detectives. Blore 
finally reveals how he has created the perfect crime and 
prove the famous writer wrong.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Pierre Bayard is a professor at 
University Paris 8 and a psychanalist. He is the author of 
numerous essays, such as COMMENT PARLER DES LIVRES 
QUE L’ON N’A PAS LUS ? (How do we speak of books we 
haven’t read ?) which have been translated in thirty languages.  
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Anne Dufourmantelle & Jacques Derrida 
DE L’HOSPITALITÉ 

(Of Hospitality: Anne Dufourmantelle Invites Jacques 
Derrida To Respond)  

Calmann Levy, November 1997, 160 pages 

 

◊ Full English translation available. 

These two lectures by Jacques Derrida, "Foreigner 
Question" and "Step of Hospitality/No Hospitality," derive 
from a series of seminars on "hospitality" conducted by 
Derrida in Paris, January 1996. His seminars, in France and 
in America, have become something of an institution over 
the years, the place where he presents the ongoing 
evolution of his thought in a remarkable combination of 
thoroughly mapped-out positions, sketches of new 
material, and exchanges with students and interlocutors. 

As has become a pattern in Derrida's recent work, the 
form of this presentation is a self-conscious enactment of 
its content. The book consists of two texts on facing 
pages. "Invitation" by Anne Dufourmantelle appears on 
the left (an invitation that of course originates in a 
response), clarifying and inflecting Derrida's "response" on 
the right. The interaction between them not only enacts 
the "hospitality" under discussion, but preserves something 
of the rhythms of teaching. 

The volume also characteristically combines careful 
readings of canonical texts and philosophical topics with 
attention to the most salient events in the contemporary 
world, using "hospitality" as a means of rethinking a range 
of political and ethical situations. "Hospitality" is viewed as 
a question of what arrives at the borders, in the initial 
surprise of contact with an other, a stranger, a foreigner. 
For example, Antigone is revisited in light of the question 
of impossible mourning; Oedipus at Colonus is read via 
concerns that also apply to teletechnology; the trial of 
Socrates is brought into conjunction with the televised 
funeral of François Mitterrand. 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS: Jacques Derrida was Director of 
Studies at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, 
Paris, and Professor of Humanities at the University of California, 
Irvine. Stanford has published eight of his books, most recently a 
joint publication of The Instant of My Death (Maurice Blanchot) 
and Demeure: Fiction and Testimony (Derrida). Anne 
Dufourmantelle was a philosopher and psychoanalyst in Paris 
and the author of LA VOCATION PROPHÉTIQUE DE LA 
PHILOSOPHIE. 

 
 

 

 
 

Jean Baudrillard 
LA SOCIÉTÉ DE CONSOMMATION !SES 

MYTHES, SES STRUCTURES 
�(The Consumer Society: Myths and Structures) 

Denoël, 1970, 304 pages � 

 
◊ Rights sold: UK – WEL (Sage publications), 

Portugal – World Rights (Edicoes 70) / Korea 
(Moonye) / Turkey (Ayrinti) / Japan (Kinikuniya 
Shoten) / Italy (Il Mulino) / Germany (Springer) / 
Spain – World Castilian (Siglo XXI) / China – 
simplified characters (Nanjing University Press), 
Serbia (Darma Books), Albania (Logos-A), Russia 
(AST). 

◊ This book has also been translated into Greek, 
Lithuanian, Polish and Rumanian, but these rights 
have since reverted back to Denoël and are now 
available. 

Jean Baudrillard analyzes consumerism – the 
phenomenon of how we consume objects in Western 
society – and shows how large, technocrat-run 
corporations generate irrepressible cravings and 
desires, and are creating new social hierarchies that 
have replaced former class distinctions. 

Consumption has become the moral code of our world. 
It is destroying the foundations of humankind, that is the 
balance that the European philosophy has maintained 
between the mythological origins and the Logos, ever 
since the Greeks. 

The author explains: “Like the Medieval society was 
founded on a balance between consumption and evil, 
ours is a balance of consumption and its denunciation.” 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Jean Baudrillard (1929-2007) is a 
French sociologist and philosopher. His most important work, La 
société de consommation, constitutes a major contribution to 
contemporary sociology and philosophy. 
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Jihyun Park & Ana Chai 
DEUX CORÉENNES 
(Two Korean Women) 

Buchet Chastel, March 2019, 272 pages 

 

◊ The tale of the childhood, education, 
imprisonment and escape of the one (Jihyun) 
intertwines with the constant sense of guilt of the 
other (Ana). 

◊ The incredible testimony of women’s 
emancipation in contemporary history. 

The story of a woman from North Korea, Jihyun Park, 
as told by a woman from South Korea, Ana Chai.  

After a fairly happy childhood, Jihyun’s life came crashing 
down around her. First, part of her family was carried off 
by the famine; then her younger brother was shot and 
killed for attempting to flee to China. Jihyun herself was 
sold by her own family to a Chinese man. Chul, a child 
was born of that union. Betrayed and sent back to North 
Korea, she was detained for six months before escaping 
and being reunited with her son. Trekking across China 
and Mongolia, she manages to reach South Korea. She’s 
currently living in Manchester. 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS: J ihyun Park was born in 
Chongjin, North Korea in 1968. Since she arrived in the United 
Kingdom, in 2008, she has been an activist for human rights in 
her native land. Ana Chai lives with her family in London, but is 
very involved in the dramatic changes taking place on the 
Korean peninsula.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Amatallah Hassan Abdulmughn 
LA REINE DE SANAA 

(The Queen of Sanaa) 
Fayard, February 2019, �220 pages 

 

A few months ago Amattalah was forced to flee her 
country: The war had caught up with her. Now living in 
exile, she gives us an unprecedented account of her 
childhood in Yemen in the grip of violence and 
extremism. 

At the age of eighteen, Amattalah Hassan Abdulmughni 
has already been through a lot in life. Before being exiled 
from Yemen, she was the Prime Minister of a government 
unlike any other: The “Children’s Council” was comprised 
of thirty-five members, all of whom were minors, who sat 
in parliament alongside their adult counterparts. 

The mission Amattalah had given herself was ambitious, 
to say the least: To bring peace to her country, in 
particular by fighting extrem- ist Shiite militias. From the 
forced marriage of children to the confinement of women 
or ten-year-old girls obliged to wear burkas, her battles 
knew no limits. Or almost. 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS: Amatta lah Hassan 
Abdulmughni has been nicknamed “Yemen’s Malala” by the 
international press. Manon Quéroui l -Bruneel is a foreign 
correspondent. 
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Clara Grima 
JE FAIS DES MATHS EN LAÇANT MES 

CHAUSSURES 
(Doing Maths As I Tie Up My Shoelaces) 

Les Arènes, May 2018, 300 pages 

 

◊ 5,000 copies sold. 

◊ Rights sold in: Korea (Daonbooks), China (Turing 
Book), Spain (Ariel). 

◊ A second chance for all those who have trouble 
grasping mathematics, or who hate them. 

◊ Moments of pleasure for all those who love the 
poetic and whimsical side of maths! 

50 fun ways to review your mathematical knowledge 
through everyday experiences 

Maths in everyday life. In a funny and practical way, Clara 
Grima reveals to us how maths are everywhere in our 
lives, including the most unexpected situations. Better yet, 
she teaches us how maths can help us to understand or 
solve certain everyday problems. She writes in a 
straightforward, concise manner. Her short texts are 
illustrated with clear, attractive illustrations. 

Maths are everywhere. Tying up your laces, catching a 
Pokémon, counting up your friends on Facebook, nailing a 
great deal, wrapping up a gift without wasting paper, 
escaping tsunamis, getting a couch down the hallway, 
understanding the “olas” in a stadium and search engine 
algorithms, weather forecasting or assessing the football 
results, and even rescuing your relationship by solving the 
problem with the lavatory seat... through a wide variety of 
very real situations, Clara Grima shows the reader how 
practical applications of mathematical logic can help to 
understand better the workings of everyday situations, 
social networks and even football. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Clara Grima is a Spanish academic 
who has already published super-readable books for children. 
However her blog makes maths accessible for adults. She finds 
maths in a wide variety of subjects – taken from daily life or 
current affairs – and describes them in a lively, clear and 
entertaining manner. In Spain, she is representative of the 
atypical character of the red-haired Andalusian: funny...and yet 
mathematical. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Perrine Rogiez-Thubert 
L’AVEU DES INDICES 

(Crime Scenes – How to Make Evidence Talk)  
Payot,  March 2019, 400 pages 

 

◊ The author introduces us to the history of 
forensic science and describes key cases that 
helped further that branch of science. 

◊ A police captain and frequent expert witness 
who is respected by her peers, she has a precise, 
well-documented and confident writing style. 

◊ Foreword by Franck Thilliez 

This manual of thanatology, narrating how to study a 
crime scene and what happens to victims’ bodies, 
enables readers to delve into the bowels of what police 
officers, forensic scientists, and coroners actually do.  

This reference book starts by teaching about the different 
kinds of deaths that can be considered suspicious. Then a 
meticulous study of a crime scene enables readers to 
delve into the bowels of what police officers, technicians 
and coroners actually do. The various procedures in an 
autopsy and what happens to the body next are the last 
step. A glossary at the end of the book provides 
definitions for over 125 thanatological terms. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Perrine Rogiez-Thubert, 45, is a 
renowned member of France’s Forensic Science Bureau. A 
police captain and head of the Bureau’s fingerprint section, 
she is an expert witness in criminal court. In addition, she is 
both Franck Thilliez’s forensics consultant and a frequent 
speaker on thanatology at conferences for the crime 
professionals of the Paris Criminal Investigation Unit. 
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S.M. Denham 
AS FAR AS THE EYE CAN SEE  

(A History of Seeing) 
The History Press, September 2019, 256 pages 

 

◊ Fantastic and important addition to Smart 
Thinking genre.  

◊ The first book of its kind on the history of sight. 

◊ Rigorous but accessible, dipping into many 
periods of history and aspects of science, art and 
psychology, using an easy-to-follow structure. 

◊ A global history that encompasses the evolution 
of humankind - and their eyes - as a whole. 

This book traces the history of seeing using eleven 
inventions, from the first evolutionary stirrings of sight 
to the present.  

From the mastery of fire a million years ago, humans 
repeatedly invented new ways to see their surroundings, 
each other and themselves. Artificial light, early art, 
mirrors, writing, lenses, printing, photography, film, 
television, smartphones. These tools didn’t just add to our 
visual repertoire, they shaped Western culture and made 
us who we are. 

As Far As The Eye Can See reveals that with each new 
invention that changed how or what we see, we changed 
ourselves, and the world around us. Visual technologies 
propelled the human journey from walking apes to 
masters of nature to self- obsessed screen junkies. And 
with each revolution in seeing, sight slowly eclipsed our 
other senses.  

Having come this far, Denham asks, are we now at peak 
seeing? Can our eyes keep up with technology’s relentless 
march? Have we gone as far as the eye can see? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: As head of the BBC’s TV strategy 
unit, Susan Denham spent many years studying the relationship 
between television viewers, content, and technology. She 
noticed that new technologies often have surprising effects on 
how people behave. Prior to joining the BBC, Susan developed 
TV channels for a Hollywood movie studio. Susan has a first 
class degree in Economics and Law from Sydney University and 
an MBA from Harvard Business School. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Norman Ferguson 
PROJECT APOLLO 

(The Moon Odyssey Explained) 
The History Press, May 2019, 192 pages 20 b&w ill. 

 

◊ Aviation author Norman Ferguson reveals 
fascinating facts and figures, and recounts 
amazing stories about the astronauts, their 
spacecraft and their missions whose 
achievements have never been surpassed. 

Launch into the world’s most famous spaceflights with 
facts and figures about the astronauts, the spacecraft 
and their historic missions 

The Apollo missions to the Moon �are some of the most 
successful �and well-remembered manned spaceflights that 
NASA has ever accomplished, taking place in the heyday 
of space travel. Indeed, the programme was the only one 
to achieve the ultimate goal of placing humankind on the 
Moon, which it did no less than six times between 1969 
and 1972.  

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Norman Ferguson has had a 
lifelong interest in spaceflight and aviation, and �has been writing 
professionally for more than fifteen years. His books include 
From Airbus to Zeppelin and The Little Book of Aviation (both 
THP), and he has also written comedy for BBC radio and BBC 
and Channel 4 television. He lives in Edinburgh. 
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SELF-HELP	
 

Suzanne Vallières  
GUIDE DE SURVIE POUR PARENTS ÉPUISÉS 

(A Survival Guide For Exhausted Parents How To 
Prevent Or Overcome Parental Burnout)  
�Éditions de l’Homme, April 2019,192 pages � 

 

◊ As a psychologist, the author offers real support 
and advice for preventing or overcoming parental 
burnout. Her comments are based on the most 
recent research into the subject. 

◊ A dynamic and guilt-relieving approach, based on 
practical solutions and tools. 

◊ !Short chapters for easy, fast and targeted 
reading. 

The author of the successful “Psycho-tips” series offers 
her best advice for avoiding the parental burnout trap. 

In a world that bombards us with information, where 
perfectionism and performance are emphasized, and the 
list of tasks and sources of stress keep piling up, many 
parents wind up feeling overwhelmed by their role and 
exhausted. Halfway between an essay and a handbook, 
written in a tone that blends compassion and pragmatism, 
this book is a tool for fighting back against a growing 
phenomenon: parental burnout, a reality that affects both 
women and men. 

The author shows us how to recognize the red flags (also 
known as the “burn-in” phase), so as to better 
understand how we got into this situation and avoid 
sinking into ex- haustion. And, for those who are already 
suffering from burnout, the author suggests ways of 
approaching it and tools for recovery. 

Thanks to this book, you’ll make concrete changes in your 
routine, be better able to organize your time and manage 
your stress, learn to delegate tasks and accept 
imperfection... In short, you’ll pick up the reins of your 
family life with confidence and renewed well-being. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Psychologist Suzanne Vallières has 
worked in media since 1996. In addition to contributing to a 
range of magazines, she shares the results of her more than 
twenty years of ex- perience with young people as a specialized 
trainer, psycho- therapist, lecturer and mother of three children. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Brice Faraut 
SAUVÉS PAR LA SIESTE... !LES GRANDS 

BIENFAITS DES PETITES SOMMES 
(Saved by the Siesta... � 

The Great Benefits of a Little Nap) 
Actes Sud, March 2019, 256 pages  

 

◊ The author’s recent discoveries of new effects 
associated with siestas have given rise to many 
articles and interviews in the French and 
international media 

The aim of this book is to help the general public 
understand how siestas work and the remarkable role 
they can play in overcoming the destructive effects on 
the brain and the body of a shortage of sleep - for a 
siesta is like a night’s sleep in miniature. 

It fulfils all the same functions - hormonal, purifying, 
curative, consolidating and reinvigorating - as well as 
having the same therapeutic values: it helps us to combat 
sleepiness, pain, depression, weak immunity, stress, 
hypertension, excess weight, diabetes and cardiovascular 
disease. But to take advantage of all this we need to be 
aware of its subtleties: the various types of siesta, the 
correct body position, the times that are conducive to 
sleeping, the most effective durations, the stages of sleep 
which heighten awareness, cognitive performance, 
memory and creativity, and the tricks for waking up 
without feeling sleepy and for getting to sleep quickly. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: The neuroscientist Brice Faraut has 
conducted research for several years into the effects of 
restricting sleep as part of a broad European consortium. In Paris 
in 2014 he was involved in creating the VIFASOM (Vigilance, 
Fatigue, Sommeil et Santé publique) research team which, as 
part of the Centre du sommeil et de la vigilance de l’Hôtel-Dieu, 
has enabled him to continue his research into the effects of 
sleep deprivation and of people’s capacity to recover from it. He 
is the author of numerous scientific publications. 
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Phillipe Brenot & Laetitia Coryn 
UNE HISTOIRE DU SEXE 

(Sex Story) 
Les Arènes BD, September 2017 192 � pages  

 

◊ Full English translation available. 

◊ 50,000 copies sold. 

◊ Rights sold in: UK (Penguin), US (Black Dog & 
Leventhal) Germany (Btb), Spain (Norma), 
Greece (Diametros), Czech Republic (Paseka), 
Italy (Mondadori), Korea (Darun), Taiwan 
(Utopie), Portugual (Gradiva), Poland 
(Elemental), Turkey (Kaplumbaga). 

◊ An illustrated, historical compendium on a 
fascinating subject.  

◊ Humour in the service of knowledge. 

From cavemen to internet dating sites... Sex rules the 
world. The graphic novel that conquered the world 

Sex is omnipresent. And yet who knows what it really is 
and where it comes from? Who genuinely understands it? 
In the whole seven years of training to become a doctor, 
not a single classroom hour is devoted to this important 
subject in human life. This is why the anthropologist and 
sexologist Philippe Brenot has decided to recount this 
fascinating story to us. And to show us that it is not only a 
natural phenomenon, but also a cultural reality, which has 
been constructed over the course of history. 

Sex story is the first history of sexuality in comic book 
form. And in it we learn all sorts of things, such as the fact 
that Cleopatra invented the world’s first vibrator and the 
reason why the invention of the microscope by the Dutch 
led to masturbation being condemned as evil. 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS: Laet it ia Coryn is a highly 
talented 30-year-old author. She spent a year at the Ecole 
Duperré and the Atelier de Sèvres and then went on to study 
3D animation at the Ecole Estienne. Phi l ippe Brenot is a 
psychiatrist and anthropologist and the director of sexology 
teaching at the Université Paris-Descartes. He published 
numerous essays. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Benoist Simmat & Daniel Casanave 
L'INCROYABLE HISTOIRE DU VIN  

(The Incredible History of Wine) 
Les Arènes, September 2018, 160 pages 

 

◊ 18.000 copies sold. 

◊ Right sold in: Spain (Norma), Korea (Hanbit Biz), 
China (Post Wave). 

◊ A global approach to the history of wine. 

◊ By one of the great specialists in wine economics. 

Wine has always fascinated the world, from its birth in 
Mesopotamia through its globalization today. This book 
is the history of a success story. 

Wine, the beverage of globalization 

From Paris to Moscow by way of Mum- bai, Tokyo, Lago 
and Riyad, “wine craving” has become universal. That is 
the subject of this world history of wine: telling its story in 
images, how a drink from the Middle East managed to 
conquer the entire world over the course of ten 
centuries. 

Bacchus has finally become a graphic novel Hero 

The narrator of this world history is Bacchus, the Roman 
demigod. With him, the reader revisits images of the 
history of humanity: biblically, that of the Flood, the 
invention of writing, the feudal world, the great discove- 
ries, etc. From Noah to Napoleon, by way of Pliny the 
Elder and Eleanor of Aquitaine, these major historical 
figures cross his path. 

An adventure in Science and Techno- logy 

The history of wine is also the story of the persistent 
taming of the grapevine. From the first winemakers in 
Ancient Egypt through the Cistercians, L’His- toire du vin 
goes back in time to explore its science and technology. 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS: Benoist S immat, a financial 
journalist, is a renown specialist in wine’s global economy and 
news manager for the Revue du Vin de France. Danie l  
Casanave is a graphic novel author, writer, and production 
designer. He has adapted Ubu Roi by Alred Jarry, and 
contributed to UNE AVENTURE ROCAMBOLESQUE 
D’ATTILA LE HUN – LE FLÉAU DE DIEU and NERVAL 
L’INCONSOLÉ 
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Philippe Bercovici & Jean-Noël Fabiani 
L'INCROYABLE HISTOIRE DE LA MEDICINE  

(The History of Medicine) 
Les Arènes, October 2018, 216 pages 

 

◊ 32,000 copies sold. 

◊ Rights sold in: Spain (Norma), Korea (Hanbit 
Biz), China (Post Wave), Russia (Eksmo) 

◊ Ongoing Czech offer. 

◊ The history of medicine told from a global angle. 

◊ A funny and educative album. 

A vibrant recounting of medicine from its invention 
through the present day. 
 

From Barbarian to Surgeon. How did barbarians become 
surgeons? How was anesthesia invented at a fair- grounds? 
How did Pasteur discover vaccination simply because his 
assistant went on vacation? All of these questions about 
the short history of medicine deserve to be told, just as 
the long story of the long river of history would have 
been a bit too much to take in. 

A rigorous, silly and funny sum. On the contrary, L’Histoire 
de la méde- cine in graphic novel form brings together 
scientific rigor and playful narration. Using humor, it tells 
the story of medicine through the ages, from the earliest 
days through the latest advances in genetics and organ 
transplant. It recounts with frankness all the exceptional 
figures of the day, from the charlatans who prospered at 
the time, through professors who didn’t always teach the 
truth. In short, it’s a book that speaks bluntly about how 
humanity is suffering in ways that are moving, sad, noble--
all at once. 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS: Jean-Noël Fabiani  is a heart 
surgeon and professor of medicine at the university of Paris-
Decartes. Phi l ippe Bercovic i  is a graphic novel writer. He has 
worked on Le Journal de Spirou and is the author of the series 
Les Femmes en blanc 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Olivier Bobineau & Pascal Magnat 
UNE HISTOIRE POLITIQUE DU 

CHRISTIANISME 
(Vatican story. From Jesus to Pope Francis)  

Les Arènes, May 2018, 192 pages 

 

◊ A funny and educational work. ! 

◊ A historical and graphic prowess. 

◊ This comic strip, based on 20 years of scientific 
research, offers a response in images to our most 
common questions and musings.  

◊ There are a great many surprises in store for the 
reader, who will encounter the historical events 
as well as the individual stories that have created 
our history. 

◊ Third and last volume to be published in 2020 

The first history of Christianism in graphic novel 

To become acquainted with, and to understand, the finer 
detail of the tumultuous and fluctuating history of the 
papacy is: 

- to appreciate the faith of the 1.2 billion Catholic faithful, � 

- to grasp our relationship with God, with the body, with 
sex, with money, with values and with power, 

- to comprehend the emergence of the state and of 
democracy in the West as well as the invention of 
capitalism, � 

- to make sense of contemporary geopolitical realities, 
particularly in the Middle East and in Asia, 

- to understand the roots of our modern society and 
thereby to glimpse its future. 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS: Ol iv ier Bobineau, a sociologist 
and specialist in religions and secularism, is a member of the 
Groupe Sociétés Religions Laïcités (EPHE/ CNRS). His reference 
manual entitled SOCIOLOGIE DES RELIGIONS (with Sébastien 
Tank, Armand Colin, 2007) and his doctoral thesis DIEU 
CHANGE EN PAROISSE. Une comparaison franco-allemande, 
which won the Franco-German Parliamentary Prize. Pasca l  
Magnat was born in the Paris region. He studied at the École 
supérieure des arts appliqués Duperré. He subsequently worked 
as an artistic director at various marketing agencies, before 
becoming a freelance illustrator.  
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Jean Lopez, Vincent Bernard, Nicolas Aubin  
& Nicolas Guillerat 

INFOGRAPHIE DE LA SECONDE GUERRE 
MONDIALE 

(Infographics of The Second World Wa)r 
Perrin, October 2018, 192 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: ! WE (Thales & Hudson), China 
(United Sky) Taiwan (Business Weekly) Germany 
(Dtv Verlag), Netherlands (Nieuw Amsterdam), 
Italy (ippocampo edizioni), Czech Republic 
(Albatros Media/Cpress), Spain (Critica), Sweden 
(Lind), Russia (Eksmo), Hungary (Kossuth), Japan 
(Hara Shobo). 

◊ This is an exceptional book, both in style and in 
substance.  

◊ It is the first time that anyone has ever tried to 
reinterpret World War II with the tools offered 
by the latest in information technology and 
graphic design. Too often, the term 
“infographics” is misused, applied to what is little 
or nothing more than a computer-generated 
illustration of written commentary. 

World War II from an entirely new point of view. A 
World Premiere. 

Edited by Jean Lopez – with the assistance of Nicolas 
Aubin and Vincent Bernard – and graphically conceived by 
Nicolas Guillerat, an amazing groundbreaker in data 
design, this book is the fruit of the joining of 
complementary talents.  

The mass of data available about WWII has never been 
as large as it is now, yet it has become extraordinarily 
complicated to interpret it in a meaningful way, and, more 
importantly, to share that analysis with the general public. 
So a new form had to be invented: one that would allow 
both for processing the data with the rigorous approach 
of a historian and for making it accessible to the largest 
possible number. The result is quite simply breathtaking, 
in terms of refreshing our knowledge and for “connecting 
the dots,” i.e. making it clear how various aspects of the 
conflict that had always been examined separately until 
now are actually interrelated. 

In 4 parts (Mobilization, Production and resources; Arms 
and Armies; Battles and Campaigns; Assessment and 
Fractures) that englobe some sixty or more themes (the 
crude-oil equation, what is an infantry division?, Operation 
Barbarossa, Allied logistics in Europe, how America took 
back the Pacific, the Nazi concentration-camp system, the 
saga of the French resistance movement, German losses 
1939-1945, the war in the desert, and many more), this 

truly is a totally new look at the whole of the Second 
World War. 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS: Edited by JEAN LOPEZ, 
Managing Editor of Guerres et histoire (War & History 
magazine), the author of a remarkable series of books re-
examining the Eastern Front, including, with Lasha Otkhmezuri, a 
unanimously acclaimed biography of Georgy Zhukov (Perrin, 
2013). In addition, he co-edited, with Olivier Wieviorka, Les 
Mythes de la Seconde Guerre mondiale (in 2 volumes, Perrin, 
2015,2017) as well as Les Cent derniers jours d’Hitler (Hitler’s 
Last 100 Days, Perrin, 2015). 

As a renowned specialist in military history, VINCENT 
BERNARD has already written a major biography of General 
Lee and his sworn enemy, General Grant (published by Perrin, 
2014, 2018). 

A professor of history, NICOLAS AUBIN is a World War II 
specialist who has contributed to a number of journals of 
military history. 

Trained as a data designer and graphic artist, NICOLAS 
GUILLERAT, after working in advertising, turned his energies to 
data visualization. He is particularly interested in the necessary 
interweaving between form and content which allows a new 
level of comprehension of a variety of subjects. He also teaches 
data design. 
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Trinh Xuan Thuan  
UNE NUIT 

(A Night) 
L’Iconoclaste, October 2017, 256 pages 

 

◊ 17,000 copies sold. 

◊ Rights sold in: Germany (Piper), Italy (Ponte Alle 
Grazie), China (CITIC Press), Korea (The Pause), 
Vietnam (Tre Publihing), Spain (Paidos) 

◊ A wondrous book that is both accessible and 
scientific. 

◊ A popular and well-known astrophysicist with a 
large community of followers; a successful 
author. 

A magical journey, from dusk to dawn, with one of the 
greatest astrophysicists 

An ode to the night The astrophysicist Trinh Xuan Thuan 
invites us to join him on a scientific journey through the 
night and starry skies to take in his latest discoveries. His is 
an accessible narrative, illustrated by scientific photos. It is 
a wondrous book which illustrates the fragility of the 
planet. Poems as well as paintings illuminate the beauty of 
the cosmos. 

Seeing star. Trinh Xuan Thuan takes us to the Hawaiian 
islands in the Pacific Ocean to observe the night sky from 
one of the most prestigeous astronomy centres, at an 
altitude of 4,000 metres. We are by his side when he uses 
the 3-metre-wide Hubble Space Telescope which orbits 
above the Earth’s atmosphere. He follows the light of the 
stars to understand the origins of parallel universes; and 
looks for the so-called “blue compact dwarf galaxies” that 
he specialises in, and their young, massive, burning stars 
that emit blue light. We are by his side when he leaves 
the observatory dome to plunge into the black night and 
stargaze with the naked eye; describing the planets, the 
Sun and the Moon. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Trinh Xuan Thuan was born in 
Hanoi in 1948. In 1976, he became professor of astronomy at 
the University of Virginia. In 2000 he published L’INFINI DANS 
LA PAUME DE LA MAIN, with Matthieu Ricard (Nil Editions), 
LE COSMOS ET LE LOTUS in 2011 and DÉSIR D’INFINI in 
2014 (Gallimard). 

« Un ouvrage d’astrophysique d’une grande poésie sur la beauté 
du cosmos, sa fragilité et, plus encore, ses mystères. » Lire 

« Sans jamais tomber dans recueil du jargon scientifique et tout 
en dessinant en filigrane sa pensée bouddhiste et taoïste, Trinh 
Xuan Thuan nous propose in fine, avec Une nuit, une lecon 
d’humanisme. » Le Figaro Littéraire 

 
 

Guillaume Payen 
MARTIN HEIDEGGER 

Catholicism, Revolution, Nazism 
Perrin, January 2016, 616 pages 

 
◊ Rights sold in: USA/World English (Yale 

University Press), Japan (Hakusuisha), Russia 
(Delo). 

◊ This title is eligible for a CNL translation grant. 

◊ Guillaume Payen looks at Heidegger’s life from 
the point of view of an historian. A unique 
biographical contribution.  

◊ Many external testimonies, letters written by the 
philosopher to his wife, his friends, his mistresses, 
academic lectures, the various texts of 
commentary or philosophy still in print today, 
and the Black Notebooks provide the 
bibliographic database of this biography. 

This historical biography of Martin Heidegger is the 
result of 12 years of research, based on a thorough 
reading of Heidegger’s works, including the 
controversial Black Notebooks.  

Refusing to take sides, to praise or to vilify, this book 
attempts �to paint an historical portrait of the man, a 
portrait that is some- times appealing but often troubling. 
Heidegger was an attentive reader, a skilled orator who 
could persuade his interlocutors of the interest, 
admiration, friendship or love he bore them, but he could 
also be contemptuous, deceptive, self-centered. He 
devoted most of his life to lecturing and writing various 
philosophical texts and many, many letters, yet he did not 
disdain skiing, canoeing and hiking. While he had little time 
for his son, he cultivated his great love of women, to the 
despair of his wife. Ultimately, the author succeeds in 
deciphering the three fateful forces that one after the 
other dominated Heidegger’s life: Catholicism, from his 
youth until the end of the Great War; the revolution, his 
political and intellectual aspiration until 1933; and as �of 
1930, Nazism, which for him was the path to be followed 
for Germany to achieve the philosophical revolution he 
envisioned. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: A professor of history, Guillaume 
Payen heads the history division of the research center at the 
officers’ academy of the national Gendarmerie. His work on 
Martin Heidegger’s anti-Semitism was supported by a 
postdoctoral fellowship from the Foundation for the Memory of 
the Shoah. 

“The merit of the work �is above all its aim to place 
Heidegger and his philosophy in its historical German 
context.” Le Monde des Livres 
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Asmaa Alghoul & Sélim Nassib 
L’INSOUMISE DE GAZA 

(A Rebel in Gaza) 
Calmann-Lévy, November 2016, 240 pages 

 

◊ Full English translation available. 

◊ Rights sold in: Russia (AST), USA & Canada 
(Doppelhouse Press) 

◊ Asmaa’s story as told to Franco-Lebanese writer 
Selim Nassib over meetings, phone calls, Skype, 
and even texts during the 2014 Israeli siege of 
Gaza, when she was locked in the “open air 
prison” that her homeland had become. 

◊ Fierce and defiant, al-Ghoul’s book is as much a 
celebration of Gazan resilience in the face of 
raging internal and external conflicts as it is of 
one woman’s life-affirming strength of will. 

◊ An eloquent, provocative, and timely memoir. 

“This sparkling memoir, written with the Lebanese 
novelist Selim Nassib, brings the Gaza Strip to life, as a 
place of suffering but also of magic. (...) The world 
would be poorer without Ghoul’s voice, without her 
warmth, her fury and her laughter.” Ben Ehrenreich, 
The Guardian 
 
Gaza has always been rebellious . . . stubborn, addictive. 
I’m her daughter, and I look like her. Asmaa al-Ghoul is a 
Palestinian journalist who grew up in the Rafah refugee 
camp in Gaza. Her book offers a rare view of a young 
woman coming into her own political and secular beliefs 
amidst the region’s relentless violence. She has been 
called “too strong minded,” frequently criticized for not 
covering her hair and for being outspoken. As a journalist 
and activist, she has led demonstrations and been vocal in 
her opposition to Hamas and Fatah, which has led her to 
family strife, imprisonment, brutal interrogations, death 
threats and attacks. 

Both determined and dedicated to its liberation through 
writing, education and culture, she paints the sensory 
portrait of the native country she passionately loves, 
which over years has become a cauldron of wars and 
fundamentalism. 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS: Asmaa Alghoul was born in 
1982 in Rafah, in a Palestinian refugee camp south of the Gaza 
Strip. She is a regular contributor to the Monitor, a news site 
that covers current events in the Middle East. Sél im Nass ib , 
born in Beirut in 1946, has been living in France since the 
beginning of the 70s. A long time correspondent for the French 
newspaper Libération, he put his Arab and Jewish roots to good 
use in his apprehension of the complex issues in the Middle East. 
He is also the author of the novel UN AMANT EN PALESTINE 
(Robert Laffont). 

Harper's Magazine published an excerpt in its November 
issue: https://harpers.org/archive/2018/11/woman-with-
the-beauty-spot-a-rebel-in-gaza/ 

“Debut author Al-Ghoul, a journalist from Rafah, picks apart the 
paradoxes of being female in Palestine, illustrating in vivid and 
direct language how Hamas and Fatah, on one hand, and the 
Israelis, on the other, conspire to restrict acceptable behavior for 
women in the territory. […] This searching exploration illuminates 
the crossroads of gender and Palestinian identity.” Publishers 
Weekly 

“Heart-wrenching. […] Written in a very personal and literary 
fashion. […] A Rebel in Gaza moved me so much [and opened] 
my eyes. All readers who claim to be compassionate should read 
A Rebel in Gaza.” JD Jung, Underrated Reads 

Asmaa embodies all oppressions, all possible occupations. She 
has a spontaneity whereby nothing calculated; all of that entails 
risks for her, by the way. That’s what moved me most, the story 
she gave me: she never does anything premeditated. She told me, 
‘I’m braver than myself.’ Her memoir is dominated by a sense of 
freedom that has absolutely nothing self-pitying. […] Her 
testimony, in the time in which we live, puts her in the clan of 
resistance. She is for and with ordinary people. Because she lucidly 
reports their reality, the perspective she offers on this part of the 
world becomes all the more human and necessary.” – interview 
with coauthor Selim Nassib in Le Droit 
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Claudine Monteil 
LES SOEURS BEAUVOIR 

The Beauvoir Sisters 
Calmann Levy, March 2003, 302 pages 

 

◊ Full English translation available 

◊ Rights sold: ! Atlantis Forlag (Swedish), Can 
Yayinlari (Turkish), Castelvecchi (Italian), Circe 
(Spanish Worldwide), Langen-Müller (German), 
People’s Literary Publ.House (Simplified 
Chinese), !Kastaniotis (Greek), ! Sicheonmunhak 
(Korean), The Seal Press (English worldwide), 
Vivaldi (Romanian). 

One was blond, the other was a brunette. One a 
painter, the other a writer. One was docile, the other 
was a rebel. Despite their differences, Hélène and 
Simone de Beauvoir were united by an indestructible 
love.  

Neither time nor diverging aesthetic or political opinions 
ever managed to shake it. But their correspondence and 
memories reveal an equivocal relationship in which love is 
tainted with condescendence on Simone’s part, and with 
jealousy on Hélène’s, Hélène being a less talented artist 
and eternally in the shadow of her world famous elder 
sister. 

Beyond the ambiguities of this attachment, we discover 
the lives of two women who passionately dreamed of a 
life different from that of their mother and from that of all 
the submissive and virtuous women who came before 
them – those women who always spoke in terms of duty. 
To exist as women and as artists: such was the parallel 
struggle of the Beauvoir sisters. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Claudine Monteil is a historian 
focusing on women of the 20th century and a specialist on 
Beauvoir sisters, whom she knew personally. She is the author of 
several works including SIMONE DE BEAUVOIR, MÉMOIRES 
D’UNE JEUNE FILLE REBELLE (Ed. du Rocher, 1996), and two 
novelistic biographies, LES AMANTS DE LA LIBERTÉ, on Sartre 
and Beauvoir (Éditions n°1, 1999) and LES AMANTS DES 
TEMPS MODERNES on Charlie and Oona Chaplin (Éditions 
n°1, 2002). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sarah Kaminsky 
ADOLFO KAMINSKY,  

UNE VIE DE FAUSSAIRE 
(Adolfo Kaminsky, A Forger’s Life) 

Calmann-Lévy, September 2009, 208 pages 

 

◊ Full English translation available. 

◊ Rights sold in: Arabic (Casbah Editions), Chinese 
(complex characters- Open Learning Publishing), 
Chinese (Simplified characters-United Sky 
Beijing), English Worldwide (Doppelhouse 
Press), German (Anttje Kunstmann), Hebrew 
(Kinneret Zmora), Italian (Angelo Colla), Spanish 
(Capital Intelectual), Turkish (Belge Yayinlari). 
Czech (Metafora). 

◊ English edition selected by the Wall Street Journal 
as "one of the most awaited non fiction books of 
Fall 2016"! 

This is the incredible story of Adolfo Kaminsky’s life as 
a counterfeit artist, active from 1943 to 1971. His 
convictions lead him to spend his entire life in hiding, 
guided by survival instincts, necessity and danger alone. 
A race against the clock – and against death – in 
which every minute truly counted.     

A genius forger, he devoted his life to aiding the great 
opposition movements of the 20th century, working for 
the French Resistance and the Algerian FLN, providing 
false papers for Jews emigrating to Palestine, teaching 
counterfeiting techniques to the combatants of repressive 
regimes in Spain (under Franco) and Greece (during the 
Regime of the Colonels), and aiding the freedom 
movements of Latin America and Africa. 

This book questions the notions of commitment, destiny, 
free choice and consequences. When Kaminsky, at the 
age of 17, begins making forgeries for the Resistance, little 
does he realize that he is already caught up in an 
inexorable mechanism : that of his own sense of duty 
towards fellow man. This is also a dialog between a father 
and a daughter. Sarah, born in 1979, attempts to 
understand her father’s unusual destiny, giving us the 
account of a man whose very existence was a secret and 
who accepts, at last, to speak of the past. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Sarah Kaminsky was born in 
Algeria and has lived in France since she was three. Today, she is 
both an actress and playwright. ADOLFO KAMINSKY, UNE VIE 
DE FAUSSAIRE is her first book. 
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Juan Martin Guevara & Armelle Vincent 
MON FRÈRE, LE CHE  

(Che, My Brother) 
Calmann Levy, April 2016, 300 pages 

 
◊ We do not handle Polish rights! 

◊ Rights sold in: Russia (Eksmo/Exem), Italy 
(Giunti), Portugual (Objectiva - Portugal only), 
World English (Polity Press), Germany (Klett-
Cotta), Czech Republic (Epocha), Arabic (Centre 
Culturel Arabe), Korea (Hongkik), Spain 
(Alianza), Turkey (Can Yayinlari). 

◊ 15,000 copies sold. 

◊ An intimate and immersive account that reads 
like a novel. Juan Martin shows an incredible 
optimism by keeping alive his brother’s belief in a 
better world . 

◊ This book has a photographic section. 

The Che as seen by his youngest brother, Juan Martin. 

Juan Martin describes Ernesto’s relationships with his 
siblings and parents alike, showing how, each in its own 
way, would contribute to the Comandante’s emotional 
and political awakening. We discover Che, the caring, 
protective and darkly humorous elder brother ever ready 
to play tricks and to go on jaunts, and Che the political 
leader during a crisis, in Cuba, in 1959, when Juan Martin 
spent two months at his brother’s side. And of course 
there is Che the idealist, the impromptu vagabond and 
the explorer, drifting with the wind in search of 
adventure. Juan Martin also gives us the story of his own 
political struggles during the Years of Lead in Argentina, 
including eight years spent in prison for his political 
activities and his relationship to Che. He also tells of Che’s 
children, living in the shadow of their father, the myth, and 
sheds light on Cuba today and, in particular, the political 
and spiritual heritage of el Che. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Juan Martin Guevara is 71. He 
spent eight years in prison, condemned by the military junta for 
his association with the Frente Anti-imperialista y por el 
Socialismo and his relationship to Che. He recently founded the 
non-profit organization «Por las huellas del Che» (In the 
Footsteps of Che). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mike Horn 
L’ANTARCTIQUE LE RÊVE D’UNE VIE 

(Antarctica, The Dream Of A Lifetime) 
XO, May 2018, 286 pages, 16 pages photos 

 
◊ Full English translation available. 

◊ Rights sold in: Czech Republic (Albatros Media/ 
Kniha Zlin). 

◊ 3rd rank on the French bestseller list. 

◊ An author who sold over 800.000 copies of his 
travel memoirs. 

◊ Horn uses his experiences to motivate 
sportsmen and other people involved in 
challenging work. 

◊ Mike Horn is considered to be the greatest 
modern-day explorer.  

◊ The book is an incredible battle against the 
elements, the cold, the wind, the ice, of this 51-
year-old adventurer. 

On February 7, 2017, at 22h50 Mike Horn, alone and 
unassisted, completes his Antarctic crossing. 5100 
kilometers in 57 days in extreme conditions that 
pushed him to the end of his force. 

“That very day I took off on the most beautiful, the most 
difficult and the craziest of adventures.” Crossing 
Antarctica was my childhood dream. I decided to face this 
white immensity by following an unexplored itinerary, the 
longest that one could imagine: 5100 kilometers in an 
almost perfectly straight path with, in the middle, a terrible 
obstacle: Dome Charlie, a mountain of ice. 

To succeed in this crossing, I know I will have to beat 
speed records so as not to be swallowed up by the 
winter. People told me it would be hellish, a race against 
death. After three weeks on a boat to get to the white 
continent amid icebergs, the 13th of December 2016 I 
firmly stick my poles in the ice, my skis are parallel and a 
256- kilogram sled is attached to my shoulders. 

For an instant my heart tightens. I have a moment of 
melancholy. I think about Cathy, my wife, who before 
joining the stars, whispered: “Live for me, Mike, live for 
both of us”. I will no longer turn back. I will look ahead. 
Armed with only my kite-ski and my calves, I am a long 
way from imagining the challenge ahead. 
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Lucien X. Polastron  
LIVRES EN FEU  

(Books on Fire)  
Denoël, 2004, 432 pages � 

 

◊ Rights sold: USA – WEL (Inner Traditions) / 
Mexico – World Castilian rights (Fondo de 
cultura economica) / China – simplified 
characters (Zhejiang University Press) / Brazil 
(José Olympio) / Turkey (Alfa Basim) / Qatar – 
Arabic (National Council of Culture, Arts and 
Heritage) 

◊ This book has also been translated into Korean, 
Italian, Bulgarian and Russian, but these rights 
have since reverted back to Denoël and are now 
available. 

The destruction of a library is an act that dates back to 
Antiquity. Appearing at the same time as books 
themselves, book burnings seemed to have multiplied 
along with them: the more books there were, the more 
massively they were destroyed.  

Seen either as subversive or, on the contrary, as symbols 
of absolute power, libraries have long been at the center 
of crises and conflicts. Often, they do not survive. From 
Qing-dynasty China to contemporary catastrophes, this 
book provides the history of all the major destructions of 
libraries. From Alexandria to Sarajevo in 1992, via Rome, 
Ctesiphon and Baghdad, the damage wrought by the 
Inquisition, the French Revolution, the Paris Commune 
and more, Lucien X. Polastron displays unique, in-depth 
knowledge of this little-known field. He investigates how 
and why certain volumes were spared. But the suffering 
historically endured by libraries is perhaps less serious 
than more recent dangers: a methodical attack on paper, 
the coveting of digital information on a Pharaonic scale 
and more. Is the dream of a total library turning into the 
nightmare described by Bradbury, Huxley and Orwell? 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in 1944, fluent in both 
Chinese and Arabic, Lucien X. Polastron is the author of Le 
Papier, 2000 ans d'histoire (“Paper: 2,000 Years of History” 
1999), as well as several reference books devoted to calligraphy. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Antoine Compagnon 
UN ÉTÉ AVEC MONTAIGNE 

(One Summer with Montaigne) 
Les Équateurs, May 2013, 176 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Netherlands (Athenaeum), 
Sweden (Atlantis), Norway (Solum Forlag), 
Denmark (Kristeligt Dagblads), Germany 
(Ullstein), Italy (Adelphi), Korea (Chaeksesang), 
Brazil (WMF Editora Martins Fontes), China 
(East China Normal University Press), Turkey 
(Yapi Kredi), Croatia (Tim Press), Spain/Castillan 
(Paidos), Catalan (Blackiebook) Portugal 
(Gradiva), Bulgaria (Iztok Zapad), Japan, English 
(world), Russia (Ad Marginem). 

◊ An unexpected bestseller of popular philosophy: 
more than 200,000 copies sold! 

◊ From the notion of engagement to the throne of 
the world, via the art of conversation, friendship, 
education, ill-employed time and even 
overweightness, Compagnon manages to show 
both the historical value of the Essays and its 
present relevance.  

◊ Un été avec Montaigne is originally a series of 
broadcasts which aired during the summer of 
2012 on France Inter.  

◊ More titles available in the series (Proust, 
Baudelaire, Machiavelli, Victor Hugo). 

In forty chapters, Antoine Compagnon reads into 
Montaigne in a funny and limpid way.  

Compgnon invites us to discover an estival and tonic 
Montaigne, who will allow us to tan our souls. 

This was one of the most popular books in France in the 
summer of 2013, leading sales in the non-fiction/essay 
category. The unexpected success of this exceptionally 
charming, 170-page book, which is a real pleasure to read, 
is essentially due to the lively and attractive approach 
devised by Antoine Compagnon. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Antoine Compagnon is a graduate 
of Polytechnique, professor at the Collège de France, specialist 
in both Montaigne and Proust, and author of the now-classic 
book, LES ANTIMODERNES : in 40 chapters, with such 
universal themes as friendship (Montaigne’s with La Boétie), 
love, death, the futility of our weaknesses (« lying is an accursed 
vice ») and our sins, he offers us accessible interpretations and 
relevant commentary on the ESSAIS.  
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Cyril Dion 
PETIT MANUEL DE RÉSISTANCE 

CONTEMPORAINE  
(A Short Instruction Guide To Daily Resistance) 

Actes Sud, May 2018, 160 pages 

 
◊ Rights sold in: China (Thinkingdom Media 

Group), Korea (Galapagos), Germany (Reclam) 
Spain (Seix Barral). 

◊ Ongoing offer from Italy. 

◊ 3rd bestselling essay in France. 

◊ In this small incisive and practical book, the 
author questions the necessary scope for action.  

◊ If we continue on our current trajectory, 
numerous research studies predict that the 
world's population will collapse in a matter of 
decades. 

In the course of two years, Cyril Dion has visited 
eighteen countries and nearly two hundred towns 
promoting, Demain, the successful documentary he 
produced with the actress, Mélanie Laurent. At each 
stage of his journey, the same questions returned: 
What can we actually do? Where do we start? Why 
does action matter, anyway? Isn't it already too late? 

It was a period of particularly bad news: the acceleration 
of global warming, the widening of the inequality gap, the 
explosion in immigration, intolerable levels of waste, the 
Trump election, and the realization that in the last 40 
years, 80% of Europe's insects have disappeared and 50% 
of vertebrates. �Scientists highlight the emergency of the 
situation and how little time we have left to react. So can 
we react to such a catalogue of disasters? Without 
providing definitive answers, Cyril Dion offers a number 
of possibilities for action: individual - as part of our every-
day lives; collective – on a neighborhood, regional, or 
national level; and political – based on examples of large-
scale mobilization that has upset whole countries. The 
author goes further and invites us to reconnect with our 
inner vitality, and live our existences so that everything we 
do, from our professional life to our daily chores, can 
contribute to the construction of a world in which we can 
all live. A world in which we can flourish and prosper and 
contribute to rebalancing inequality and ecosystems, not 
at the expense of others and of nature. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Born in 1978, alongside Pierre 
Rabhi, Cyril Dion is the co-founder of the Colibris movement 
and the Kaizen journal. In 2014 he published his first collection 
of poetry, ASSIS SUR LE FIL, (La Table ronde). In 2015, 
alongside Mélanie Laurent, he wrote and co-directed the film, 
DEMAIN, which won the 2016 César for best documentary. In 
2017, he published his first novel with Actes Sud, IMAGO, 
awarded the Prix Méditerranée du Premier roman – 2018. 

Cyril Dion 
DEMAIN. UN NOUVEAU MONDE EN 

MARCHE 
(Tomorrow. A New World in the Making) 

Actes Sud, November 2015, 30 colour illu, 240 pages 

 

◊ Rights sold in: Germany (Kampahausen), Spain 
(Errata Naturae), Italy (Lindau Edizioni), China 
(Thinkingdom Media Group), Taiwan (Faces 
Publications), Korea (Hanulim) 

◊ Over 75,000 copies sold! 

◊ About the movie: More than 1 million admissions 
in France, now in 27 countries. 

◊ Winner of the 2016 César for Best Documentary. 

◊ The great originality is that it lines examples 
side-by-side like a system, showing that they 
already constitute a comprehensive model of 
society. 

Cyril Dion came across a study which claimed whole 
swathes of humankind could die before 2100.  

This news should have been in all the headlines but was 
given only half-hearted coverage... so Cyril Dion has 
changed strategies: instead of amplifying the chorus of 
disasters facing the human race, he has opted to depict a 
salutary vision of what the future could be. With the actor 
and director Mélanie Laurent he travelled through ten 
countries to see what our world might look like 
tomorrow if we implemented a combination of the best 
solutions already devised for agriculture, energy, 
economics, education and democracy. This journey 
culminated in this book and the film Demain. A new 
socio-economic project... 

It is a tale… About the genesis of the film and about the 
many places we visited during the extraordinary journey 
we had to go on for the shooting. The book gives an 
insight about the themes of the film and reveals some 
other initiatives. In six great chapters – Feeding Ourselves 
to Fight Eradication, Achieving the Energetic Transition, 
An Economy For Tomorrow, Reinventing Democracy, A 
New History of Education, Let's Get Started – Cyril Dion 
relates those outstanding meetings with men and women 
who are changing the world. Using text and pictures, this 
book takes us on the path of change and transition, on 
the path of hope and initiatives, on the track of a “running 
world”. 
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Sylvie Aubenas & Claude Schopp 
L’ORIGINE DU MONDE. VIE DU MODÈLE 

(The Origin Of The World. A Model’s Life) 
Libella, October 2018, 160 pages 

 
 

◊ Rights sold in: Germany (Berenberg), Argentina 
(Libros del Zorzal). 

◊ Ongoing offer in Italy. 

In this short essay, Claude Schopp describes how he 
came across new elements enabling him to identify the 
model in Gustave Courbet’s celebrated painting, 
L’origine du monde.  

A strong literary essay that sheds new light on Gustave 
Courbet's famous and at time scandalous painting 
L'Origine du monde ("The Origin of the World") that 
may be seen at the Musée d'Orsay and belonged for a 
while to Jacque Lacan. 

As he was working on the correspondance between 
George Sand & Dumas son, Claude Schopp inadvertently 
resolved  a 152 years old mystery, unveiling the identity of 
the young woman who posed as a model for Courbet : 
Constance Queniault. Weaving himself into the text, he 
tells us what is known about the dancer and 
demimondaine who posed for Courbet. In a preface, 
Sylvie Aubenas, art historian and director of the 
engravings and photography department at the BNF 
(National Library of France), backs his theory up, and tells 
us the story behind the famous painting. This book tells us 
everything that’s known about the dancer with the dark 
eyebrows who would soon become a demimondaine and 
the well-kept mistress of a rich man, and later a woman of 
good deeds, known for her charitable work. Through 
excerpts from her letters, articles and her will, he 
gradually offers a face and a soul to the woman whose 
genitalia are the very incarnation of Realism. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Claude Schopp is a renowned 
specialist in the life and work of Alexandre Dumas. In addition 
to having edited a great number of critical editions, he has 
discovered several of the novelist’s hitherto unknown works, 
most notably LE CHEVALIER DE SAINTE HERMINE (The 
Knight of Sainte Hermine). In 2017, DUMAS FILS OU L’ANTI-
OEDIPE that he wrote with Marianne Schopp, his wife, received 
the prestigious Goncourt Prize for Biography. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Harry Bellet 

FAUSSAIRES ILLUSTRES  
(Illustrious Forgers) 

Actes Sud, October 2018, 180 pages 

 
◊ Rights sold in: Italy (Skira). 

Did you know that 40% of the works at the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art of New York are 
forgeries, at least according to its former director, 
Thomas Hoving? And after further investigation, it 
seems that this may be an underestimate! 

In a short 180 pages long essay, Harry Bellet presents 
eight notorious scandals – the most recent being the 
‘Beltracchi Affair’, in which the German forger managed to 
sell dozens of forgeries between 1990 and 2010 – all 
recounted in this delightful book.   

« Harry Bellet raconte avec vivacité et humour huit 
scandales ayant marqué l’histoire de l’art. » Le Monde 

« Un livre étonnant et très bien documenté. » 

« On ne peut qu’être fascinés par le destin hors du 
commun de ces chasseurs – et créateurs – de trésors 
des temps modernes. » � Daphné Troniseck, LE 
SURICATE 
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Pascal Quignard 
LA HAINE DE LA MUSIQUE 

(The Hatred of Music) 
Calmann Levy, January 1996 328 pages 

 

◊ Full English translation available 

◊ Rights sold in: ! EDT (Italian), !El Cuenco de Plata ! 
(Spanish Worldwide), !Franz (Korean), !Henan UP 
(Simplified Chinese) Narodowa Biblioteka 
(Polish), Rocco Editora !(Portuguese, Brazil), 
Suisei-Sha (Japanese) Studentska Zaloba 
(Slovenian) !, Yale UP (English Worldwide). 

A surprising and fascinating essay that guides us 
through a bright analysis on music, our relation to 
sounds and to silence. 

This book is composed of ten little tracts that calls on 
“the connections between music and the pain from the 
constantly surrounding sounds”. It may seem paradoxical 
from Pascal Quignard, in whose work music has a great 
significance. To explain this paradox Quignard analyses 
several founding myths, among which Saint Peter whose 
remorse was called up by a rooster’s crow or the sirens’ 
song in Ulysses’ odyssey; but also the very origins of 
instruments, from their name to their production. He 
chooses the example of the zither, or khitara, made out 
of tortoise shell, sheep guts and cow skin, just like Ulysses’ 
killing bow. From the darkness of the first men’s cavern to 
the darkest pages of our history, the author shows us 
how music can be a source of pain. It can even become a 
slavery tool for. He reminds us that in the death camps 
during the Second World War, prisoners went in gas 
chambers listening to music. Some conductors who came 
back from the camps, like Simon Laks, but also other 
people who had always loved music, like Primo Levi, have 
explained how music has become a suffering or related to 
the memory of this suffering. Thus, “the phrase Hatred of 
music is used to express how loathsome music can 
become even to who loved it most”. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Pascal Quignard was born in 1948. 
He won the Prix Goncourt in 2002 with LES OMBRES 
ERRANTES (Grasset). He is the author of numerous novels, 
including TOUS LES MATINS DU MONDE (1991, Gallimard), 
TERRASSE À ROME (winner of the Grand Prix du Roman de 
l’Académie Française in 2000, Gallimard) and VILLA AMALIA 
(2006, Gallimard), and essays : PETITS TRAITÉS (1981, 1983, 
1984, Clivages), LA LEÇON DE MUSIQUE (1987, Hachette), 
LE NOM SUR LE BOUT DE LA LANGUE (1993, P.O.L), LE 
SEXE ET L’EFFROI (1994, Gallimard). Passionately fond of music 
since his childhood, he plays cello and has founded the Baroque 
Opera and Theatre Festival in Versailles. 

 
 
 

Daniel Arasse  
HISTOIRES DE PEINTURES  

(Histories of Paintings) 		
Denoël, 2004-2012, 230 pages, 45 ill. 

 
◊ Sales: 150 000 copies 

◊ Rights sold in: Italy (Einaudi) / Portugal (KKYM) / 
Japan (Hakusui Sha) / China – Simplified 
characters (Peking University Press) / Turkey 
(Doruk Yayinlari), Romania (Editura Art) 

An overview of six centuries of the history of painting, 
from the invention of perspective to the disappearance 
of the figurative.  

In addition to addressing key issues in art history, this 
book also discusses painters, themes and specific 
paintings. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Daniel Arasse is a French Art 
Historian specialized in Renaissance and Italian art. His previous 
books include Le Détail, pour une histoire rapprochée de la 
peinture (Details, a Close-Up History of Painting, Flammarion, 
1992), Léonard de Vinci (Hazan, 1997), L'annonciation italienne 
(Hazan, 1999) and On n'y voit rien (Take a Closer Look, 
Denoël, 2000). 

Daniel Arasse 
ON N’Y VOIT RIEN  
(Take a Closer Look) 		

Denoël, 2000- 2005, 168 pages �60 ill. 

 
◊ Sales: 175 000 copies 

◊ Rights sold:in Turkey (Metis) / Portugal (KKYM) / 
Brazil (Editora 34) / Bulgaria (Iztok-Zapad) / Italy 
(Einaudi) / USA – WEL (Princeton University 
Press) / Japan (Hakusui Sha) !/ China – Simplified 
characters (Peking University Press) / Poland 
(Studio Wydawnicze Dodo), Russia 

In six short narratives that are presented as 
investigations into the evidence of the visible, from 
Velazquez to Titian, from Bruegel to Tintoretto, Daniel 
Arasse proposes six art-appreciation adventures.  

The one thing they all have in common is that in each 
case, the painting reveals its power by dazzling us, and 
proving that nothing that it shows is visible.  



Lester Agency / Spring 2019 / Non Fiction Catalogue 

 43 

HIGHLIGHTS .............................................. 3 
(DIR.) SYLVAIN GOUGENHEIM .....................................  

LES EMPIRES MÉDIÉVAUX ....................................... 3 
JANE BIRKIN ....................................................................  

MUNKEY DIARIES ........................................................ 3 
ARTHUR LOCHMANN ...................................................  

LA VIE SOLIDE ................................................................ 4 
ALEXANDRE SARGOS ....................................................  

TOLKIEN À VINGT ANS .............................................. 4 

LITERARY REPORTAGE ........................... 5 
ÉRIC VUILLARD ...............................................................  

LA GUERRE DES PAUVRES ........................................ 5 
FANNY CHIARELLO .......................................................  

A HAPPY WOMAN ....................................................... 5 
REBECCA BENHAMOU ...................................................  

L’HORIZON .......................................................................  
YSEULT WILLIAMS ..........................................................  

LA SPLENDEUR DES BRUNHOFF ............................ 6 

CURRENT TOPICS .................................... 7 
NATHALIE SCHUCK & AVA DJAMSHIDI ......................  

MADAME LA PRÉSIDENTE ........................................ 7 
AMÉLIE POINSSOT ..........................................................  

DANS LA TÊTE DE VIKTOR ORBÁN ....................... 7 
BÉRENGÈRE VIENNOT ...................................................  
LA LANGUE DE TRUMP ......................................... 8 
JULIA CAGÉ .....................................................................  

LE PRIX DE LA DÉMOCRATIE .................................. 8 
RAFFAELE ALBERTO VENTURA .....................................  

LA GUERRA DI TUTTI .................................................. 9 
RAFFAELE ALBERTO VENTURA � .....................................  

TEORIA DELLA CLASSE DISAGIATA ........................ 9 
NADIA TAZI ....................................................................  

LE GENRE INTRAITABLE ......................................... 10 
IRIS BREY .........................................................................  

SEX AND THE SERIES ............................................. 10 

HISTORY .................................................. 11 
DERMOT TURING ..........................................................  

THREE NATIONS. ONE PROBLEM. ..................... 11 
ÉRIC BRANCA .................................................................  

LES ENTRETIENS OUBLIÉS D’HITLER ................ 11 
JEAN-CHARLES FOUCRIER .............................................  

LA GUERRE DES SCIENTIFIQUES ......................... 12 
ÉRIC ALARY ....................................................................  

NOUVELLE HISTOIRE DE L’OCCUPATION ....... 12 
BENOÎT RONDEAU ........................................................  

ÊTRE SOLDAT D’HITLER ......................................... 13 
CHRISTOPHER HALE ......................................................  

DECEPTION ................................................................. 13 
(DIR.) JEAN-CHRISTIAN PETITFILS ................................  

LES ÉNIGMES DE L’HISTOIRE DU MONDE .... 14 
CÉDRIC DELAUNAY .......................................................  

GAME OF THRONES ................................................ 14 
ÉRIC MENSION-RIGAU ............................................. 15 

ENQUÊTE SUR LA NOBLESSE ............................... 15 
VICTOR BATTAGGION & THIERRY SARMANT ............  

HISTOIRE MONDIALE DES COURS .................... 15 
ROBIN LAURANCE .........................................................  

COCONUT .................................................................... 16 

SEVERINE AUFFRET .........................................................  
UNE HISTOIRE DU FÉMINISME .......................... 16 

BIOGRAPHIES .......................................... 17 
ARNAUD MAILLARD .......................................................  

MERCI, KARL ! ............................................................ 17 
LAURENT ALLEN-CARON .............................................  

LE MYSTÈRE LAGERFELD ....................................... 17 
JEAN-PAUL BLED .............................................................  
   MARLÈNE DIETRICH ................................................ 18 
MARIE-HÉLÈNE BAYLAC ................................................  

AGATHA CHRISTIE .................................................... 18 
INGRID MÉCHOULAM ....................................................  

SOUS LE SOLEIL DE SAGAN .................................. 19 
FRANCE FOOTBALL ........................................................  

MBAPPÉ TOUT GAGNER ......................................... 19 
FRANÇOIS HEISBOURG ..................................................  

CET ÉTRANGE NAZI ................................................. 20 
MAREK HALTER ..............................................................  

JE RÊVAIS DE CHANGER LE MONDE ................ 20 
CATHERINE HEYRENDT-SHERMAN ..............................  

CHURCHILL, BIOGRAPHIE GOURMANDE ........ 21 
PIERRE-YVES BEAUREPAIRE ............................................  

MARIE ANTOINETTE, BIO GOURMANDE ........ 21 

CULTURAL ESSAYS ............................... 22 
EMANUELE COCCIA .......................................................  

MÉTAMORPHOSES ................................................... 22 
LAURENCE PAOLI ...........................................................  

ZOOS ............................................................................. 22 
PIERRE KLOSSOSWKI ......................................................  

SUR PROUST ............................................................... 23 
MICHEL CRÉPU ...............................................................  

BECKETT, 29 JUILLET 82, 11H30 ....................... 23 
ANTONY CUMMINS .......................................................  

OLD JAPAN � ................................................................... 24 
BAPTISTE MORIZOT .......................................................  

SUR LA PISTE ANIMALE .......................................... 24 
STÉPHANE LAMBERT .......................................................  

VISIONS DE GOYA ..................................................... 25 
RÉMY OUDGHIRI ............................................................  

HABITER L’AUBE ........................................................ 25 
PIERRE BAYARD ..............................................................  

L’ÉNIGME TOLSTOIEVSKI ....................................... 26 
PIERRE BAYARD ..............................................................  

LA VÉRITÉ SUR DIX PETITS NÈGRES ................. 26 

SOCIAL SCIENCES .................................. 27 
ANNE DUFOURMANTELLE & JACQUES DERRIDA .......  
DE L’HOSPITALITÉ ................................................ 27 
JEAN BAUDRILLARD ........................................................  

LA SOCIÉTÉ DE CONSOMMATION .................... 27 

TRUE STORIES/ MEMOIRS ................... 28 
JIHYUN PARK & ANA CHAI ...........................................  

DEUX CORÉENNES ................................................. 28 
AMATALLAH HASSAN ABDULMUGHNI ........................  

LA REINE DE SANAA ................................................ 28 

POPULAR SCIENCE ................................ 29 
CLARA GRIMA .................................................................  

JE FAIS DES MATHS ................................................. 29 



BESTSELLERS & BACKLIST 

 44 

PERRINE ROGIEZ-THUBERT ..........................................  
L’AVEU DES INDICES ............................................... 29 

S.M. DENHAM .................................................................  
AS FAR AS THE EYE CAN SEE ............................... 30 

NORMAN FERGUSON ....................................................  
PROJECT APOLLO ....................................................... 30 

SELF-HELP ................................................ 31 
SUZANNE VALLIÈRES ......................................................  

GUIDE DE SURVIE POUR PARENTS .................... 31 
BRICE FARAUT ................................................................  

SAUVÉS PAR LA SIESTE... � ........................................ 31 

SPECIAL ILLUSTRATED PROJECTS ... 32 
PHILLIPE BRENOT & LAETITIA CORYN ........................  

UNE HISTOIRE DU SEXE ....................................... 32 
BENOIST SIMMAT & DANIEL CASANAVE .....................  

L'INCROYABLE HISTOIRE DU VIN ....................... 32 
PHILIPPE BERCOVICI & JEAN-NOËL FABIANI ...............  

L'INCROYABLE HISTOIRE DE LA MEDICINE ... 33 
OLIVIER BOBINEAU & PASCAL MAGNAT ....................  

HISTOIRE POLITIQUE DU CHRISTIANISME ..... 33 

BESTSELLERS & BACKLIST .................. 34 
JEAN LOPEZ .....................................................................  

INFOGRAPHIE ............................................................. 34 
TRINH XUAN THUAN ...................................................  

UNE NUIT .................................................................... 35 
GUILLAUME PAYEN ........................................................  

MARTIN HEIDEGGER .............................................. 35 
ASMAA ALGHOUL & SÉLIM NASSIB ..............................  
   L’INSOUMISE DE GAZA ........................................... 36 
CLAUDINE MONTEIL .....................................................  

LES SOEURS BEAUVOIR .......................................... 37 
SARAH KAMINSKY ..........................................................  

ADOLFO KAMINSKY, ................................................ 37 
JUAN MARTIN GUEVARA & ARMELLE VINCENT .........  

MON FRÈRE, LE CHE ............................................... 38 
MIKE HORN ....................................................................  

L’ANTARCTIQUE LE RÊVE D’UNE VIE ................ 38 
LUCIEN X. POLASTRON ................................................  

LIVRES EN FEU ........................................................... 39 
ANTOINE COMPAGNON ..............................................  

UN ÉTÉ AVEC MONTAIGNE .................................. 39 
CYRIL DION ....................................................................  

PETIT MANUEL DE RÉSISTANCE ......................... 40 
CYRIL DION ....................................................................  

DEMAIN ........................................................................ 40 
SYLVIE AUBENAS & CLAUDE SCHOPP .........................  

L’ORIGINE DU MONDE. VIE DU MODÈLE ...... 41 
HARRY BELLET ................................................................  

FAUSSAIRES ILLUSTRES ........................................... 41 
PASCAL QUIGNARD ......................................................  

LA HAINE DE LA MUSIQUE ................................... 42 
DANIEL ARASSE ..............................................................  

HISTOIRES DE PEINTURES .................................... 42 
DANIEL ARASSE ..............................................................  

ON N’Y VOIT RIEN .................................................... 42 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

	

 
 
 
 
 
 

Laura Karayotov 
Associate & Agent 

Lester Literary Agency 
Cell phone : +33 6 03 40 82 58 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Lester Literary Agency  / Anastasia Lester 
15 voie de l'Orme Mort 

92350 le Plessis Robinson 
France 

http://lesteragency.free.fr 
https://www.facebook.com/lesteragency/ 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Representation	list	for	Eastern,	Central	
Europe	&	Baltic	countries	

	
Actes Sud + Rouergue + Gaïa 
Anne Carrière 
Arléa 
L’Atalante 
Belfond – Place des éditeurs (selected titles) 
Boréal 
Bragelonne 
Calmann-Levy (selected titles) 
CNRS (selected titles) 
De Fallois 
Denoël (except Hungary, except graphic novels) 
Au Diable Vauvert (selected titles) 
Les Équateurs (selected titles) 
Fayard (selected titles, except Hungary) 
Finitude 
First-Gründ-Tana-Solar-404-Slalom (selected titles) 
Hachette Jeunesse (selected titles) 
Hachette Pratique (selected titles) 
Hachette Romans (selected titles) 
Héloïse d’Ormesson 
Kero (selected titles) 
L’Homme (selected titles) 
L’Olivier (selected titles) 
La Table Ronde 
Le Dilettante (except Bulgaria) 
Les Arènes – L’Iconoclaste (selected titles) 
Les Belles Lettres 
Les Nouveaux Auteurs 
Liana Lévi 
Libella – Buchet Chastel – Phébus (selected titles, 
except Poland) 
Michel Lafon 
Minimum Fax 
Minuit (except backlist) 
Nouveau Monde 
Payot-Rivages (selected titles) 
Perrin (except Hungary, except titles by Levi-
Strauss) 
Plon (except Hungary) 
Salvator 
Scrineo 
Serge Safran 
Stock (selected titles) 
Télémaque 
The History Press 
Viviane Hamy (except Poland) 
XO (except Bulgaria & Hungary) 
 
 

 
 
 



BESTSELLERS & BACKLIST 

 46 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 


